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Introduction

A decade ago, in June 2013, Uttarakhand woke to incessant rains that refused to cease after a
few days — they only increased in intensity. Then, on June 17, the moraine holding back the
Chorabari lake at the mouth of the Chorabari glacier, gave way to the lake waters to flow down
at mighty speed. Within minutes, the silt, boulders and vast amounts of water caused a flash
floodin River Mandakini, leading to the terrible tragedy we remember as Kedarnath calamity.

But what lessons have been learnt a decade after this tragedy? Have the local populace and
authorities changed the way it constructs its homes, hotels, shops and commercial buildings?
What has the government done to not just anticipate a calamity but ensure it doesn’t create as
much damage and mayhemasit didin 2013?

Last year in 2022, as many as 45 lakh pilgrims plied the Char Dham Yatra route. This year in 2023,
allindications point to the fact that a new pilgrim arrival “record” will be made. While it is a good
thing for the economy, what about the environment? How are the several lacunae being
addressed while balancing environment, climate change, tourism, development, and growth?

Inshort,a decade later,what have we learnt from the Kedarnath calamity?
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Social Development for Communities (sbC) Foundation has
been on the forefront when it comes to addressing the
challenges the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand faces, be it
environment and climate issues, sustainability and waste
management, tourism, traffic and the rapidly evolving urban
sectordevelopment.

Following its vision to bring the civil society together to

discuss,introspect and come up with possible solutions to the :

challenges, SDC Foundation held a panel discussion on 10 Wikt Mishra Dr Y.P.Sunriyel  Hridayosh dosh Sariooy Kancvd
Years of Kedarnath Tragedly. T EREREy TTT

www.sdcuk.in

PARADE GROUND
2023 DEHRADUN, UTTARAKHAND

1 8 JUNE : UTTARANCHAL PRESS CLUB




Who Said What?
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Dr.Y.P. Sundriyal
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HNB Garhwal University

The 2013 tragedy wasn't limited to Kedarnath — the entire state was
impacted by it. SDRF was formed on the basis of those experiences. In
the 10 years since the disaster, there has been a definite change in the
attitude of the administration and the public that such a disaster can
take place at any time, and we have to be prepared for it.

At present, we have five companies whose members are deployed at
42 locations. It is planned such that one can reach any accident site in
the shortest possible time. Now we have better forecasts too. Weather
forecasts are coming up to micro level now.

With more and more people coming to Uttarakhand as tourists and
pilgrims, I'd like to point out that SDRF can't decide how many people can
come; our work is limited to managing the crowds in the safest and
most responsible way possible. Be it the Kumbh Mela or Kedarnath, our
jobis to ensure that those who come to our state go back safely.

Due to the increasing number of tourists in the state, the challenges of
dealing with accidents have increased. For this, the jowans are given
training in personal rescue and paramedics. There is also a special
team for high altitude rescue.

My advice to the local populace of Uttarakhand is to not build homes
and commercial buildings close to the paths of the rivers. It has been
observed that a lot of rampant construction takes place around the
rivers. Those coming to the state as tourists and pilgrims, be alert about
weather reports and travel keeping in mind the geography and climatic
conditions.

The crowds coming to the Himalayas, including Kedarnath, is only
increasing. If it is not managed properly, a tragedy like 2013 can
happen again.

After the 2013 disaster, we conducted a survey and found that the
Kedar valley had a capacity for only 25,000 pilgrims to stay, but that
night there were 40,000 people there. Now this balance has
deteriorated further. The road which was earlier branded as All
Weather has now been branded as Char Dham Marg project.

The way these roads are being built with dynamite blasting is
incorrect. Landslides are occurring on this road throughout the year.
In such a situation, gathering more and more people in Kedarnath
should be avoided.

We have to take care of the carrying capacity of the Valley. We have
also seen the results of unplanned development in Joshimath. On
these issues, the government should listen to experts and involve
theminthe policy process.
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Construction work is being done against the opinion of scientists in
Uttarakhand, due to which the precariousness of disaster situations
persists. There should be no fear in admitting that yes, there is a nexus
between builders, contractors and the politicians.

When the all-weather road plan was passed, it was the Congress that
was in power; so you cant blame just one government. Talking about
roads, who is listening to the villagers? Do they want these all weather
roads? No. They are asking for roads to their villages, but aren't being
heard. In fact, we should insist on sustainable roads instead of wide
roads.

The formation of SDRF after the Kedarnath disaster is a major
achievement, but we have not been able to develop a warning system
in the Himalayas as is in place in the coastal areas. What's more, we do
not have a mechanism to monitor the lakes.

The 2021 Raini disaster in Chamoli is an example of an improper
monitoring system. Joshimath sinking is a case in point when it comes
to corrupt and inadequate development practices. Environmental
concerns are brushed aside in lieu of development plans.

One of the major reasons behind the widespread loss of life and
property in the Kedarnath disaster was the presence of more
devotees in Kedarghati that dark night. Reports say that while the
capacity for pilgrims staying there was 20,000, there were more than
45,000 of them on that fateful night.

Today, this is a scenario you can witness in every city and town of
Uttarakhand.Unaccounted constructionin narrow valleys, fromriver
banks to mountains, is only increasing this risk manifold.

Ten years after the Kedarnath disaster, the Joshimath conundrum
has proved that without planning, a town or city will not be able to
bear the burden of human activities for too long. The problem is that
there is less and less space for planning in our cities, while the
pressure of tourism activities isincreasing.

In such a scenario, proper and responsible planning of not only the
Char Dhams but also the towns and cities of Uttarakhand is
extremely crucial. It is even more important to honestly implement
the opinion of the experts. This one step could make or break our
beautiful hill state.



Acknowledgements

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation expresses its gratitude to the three
panelists in the discussion: Shri Mani Kant Mishra, IPS and Commandant State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF); Dr. Y. P. Sundriyal, geology expert and adjunct professor at HNB Garhwal University:
and Shri Hridayesh Joshi, Independent Writer and Journalist and author of the book “Tum Chup
Kyon RaheyKedar”.

We are also thankful to veteran journalist Shri Sanjeev Kandwal, who not only moderated the
session but was an integral part of the core group that envisaged, conceptualized and curated
the panel discussion.

SDC is thankful to active members of the civil society, who attended the discussion and actively
participated in the question-and-answer session. We are also indebted to the many media
persons who not only attended the discussion but covered it prominently in their newspapers
and magazines. We are grateful to the Press Club of Uttaranchal and its President Shri Ajay Rana
who helpedus conduct the panel discussionin their premises.

About SDC

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation is a Dehradun, Uttarakhand-based
not-for-profit, engaged in communication, capacity building and community mobilization.

Founded in 2017, SDC has been working closely on issues of sustainable development and
governance. SDC Foundation works with a range of stakeholders including government
institutions, academic institutions, private corporations, local businesses, think tanks,
international development agencies, media and citizen groups on a diverse range of issues
that are critical for Uttarakhand.

Photos and Media Coverage

Control indiscriminate construction and
tourist congestion in the Himalaya: experts

10 yrs of flash floods: Experts ﬂég\
tourist congestions in Himalayas

able roads instead of wide
roads. People are asking for
roads in their villages but
aren’t being heard. The forma-

| HT Correspandent R
Ietters @hingustantimes.com
DEHRADUN: Speaking on the

oceasion of 10'years of the 2013
Kedarnath tragedy during a
community dialogue organised
by Social Development for
Communities (SDC) Founda-
tion on Sunday evening,
| experts from various figlds
stressed on taking lessons from
the horrific disasters in the
state and expressed their con-
cerns over the tourist conges-
tion and indiseriminate con-
struction in the Himalayan
regions. On June 16, 2013, flash
| floods hit the Kedarnath Valley,
| elaiming nearly5.000 ves
Geologist and adjunct Pro-
| fessor at HNB Garfwal Univer-
sity. Dr YP Sudriyal said that
the crowds coming to the Him-
alayas including Kedarnath is
only increasing, “If it.is not
managed properly, a tragedy
mo; 2013 can happen agaln,” he
sale

“After the 2012 disaster, we
conducted a survey and found
that the Kedar Valley had a
capaeity for only 25.000 pil-
grims to stay, but that night
there were 40,000 people there.
Now this balance has deterio-
rated further. The road which

tion of SDRF after the Kedar-
nath disaster is a major
achievement, but we have not
been able 1o develop a warning
system in the Himalayas a5 5 in
place In the coastal areas. The
2021 Raini disaster is an exams
ple of this. We do not have a
mechanism to monitor the
lakes. Environmental concerns
are brushed aside in lieu of
development plans,” he said.
State Disaster Hesponse

¥ Force (SDRF) Commandant

Manikant Mishra, said that this
disaster was not limited to
Kedarpath, but the entire

Exper

wiis earlier branded as All
‘Weather has now been branded
as Char Dham Marg project.”
He emphasised that land-
slides are occurring omn this
oad throughout the year, [n
such a situation, gathering
more and more, people, in
Kedarnath should be avoided.
“We have to take care of the
holding capacity of the Valley.
We have al}n seen the result of

government should listen to
experts and involve them in the
policy process,” he said.
Participating in the discus-
ston, senior journalist and
author of the book “Rage of the
River- An untold story of
Kedamiath Disaster” Hridayesh
Joshi said that work is being
done against the opinion of sei-
entisis in Uttarakhand. due to
which the precariousness of

P in
Joghimath. On these issues, the

disaster gil persists.
“We should insist on sustain-

was affected by it
“SDRF was formed on the basis
of those experiences. In the 10
vears since the disaster, there
hag been a change in the atti:
tude of the administration and
the public that such a disaster
can come at any time; and we
have to be prepared for it
Weather forecasts have also
been improved. At present, we
have five companies deployed
at42 locatians. Itis planned so
that one can reach any accident
site in the shortest possible
time”,




Dehradun ([ SHEHRESHS SO 5 (.Ilrhtll.l Fost il
SDC Foundatlon organizes community :
dlalogue on “10 Years of Kedarnath Tragedy’

m,mm&mﬂumim im&mﬁﬁwﬁ&m'
ferereer =1 A e A e i s P i
P S S Pt g o |
vy e g v R
Sfer il R A 2013
et sl PR Rl 1 2013
o o e w2 e e o i
SR R 25 W T ™
e e Y, AR T Wi e st 1miﬁ
et A0 WA EM A e R - F, T o |
i oo B | TR PR e S o v e e |
ﬁmqﬂmmﬁm eI m‘“mﬂ“ Addressing the gaihering,  Environmantal concerns are  befter forecasts 100, Weather On this oecasion,
e & T S A :fﬁ-m}ﬁﬁw ; B prosist Hiidayesh _brushed. aside 5 o loreot e comog up o the Nostyer, Brof. Dr. Hacth:
w‘fm* fﬂ“‘i@ i e, W‘mm Vi, st B i oo N e Thepival, Dr St . poons
'Eﬁ' “mmqﬁ S At mﬁuﬂ '.rm ¥ 5 23 not limited to  dealing with accidents have Chaudhary, Pmdncpm ]
i & s v | fars A, ﬂﬂw

- a2e L a

their villages but are not being _ years since the disaster, therehas _ altitude rescue,” he said, and
heard. The fomation of SDRF  been a change in the aftitude of  advised tourists coming to
ahter the Kedamath disasier is_the administration and the Uttarakhand to be alert about
a major achievement, but we  public that such a disaster can  weather reports and travel
have not been able to develop  come at any time, and we
a warning system in the should be prepared for it. At
Himalayas as is in place in the  present, we have five companies
coastal areas, The 2021 Raini  deployed at 42 locations. It is  maod: senior

10 experts and _ disaster is an example, of this.. . planned 5o that one con reach  Sanjeev Kandwal while the
volve them Tn"thd policy ~ We do not have a mechanism  any accident ste n the thortest inaugural session was lead by
process,” he said. to monitor “the lakes, possible time. “Now we have Prema Raturi,

The programme was
the government i

but the entire  increased. For this, ihe jowans Sanjay Joshi,
. are given fraining in personal i Singh Rawal, Rohul Kotiyal,
rescue and paramedics. There  Pradeep Kukreti, and many
is ako a special team for high athers seans 1

: ﬁ‘ﬁm‘r i mm«ﬁmmmwwwmn e
kS mmma el e T e o wEA R W e e
ﬂw«mtnwm ) atpin BRI R AR AR TETORM SRR wE B
Sfem w6 P A 2013 | AT B e EEE st e el e

Social Development
for Communities
FOUNDATION

www.sdcuk.in

UTTARANCHAL PRESS CLUB
DEHRADUN, UTTARAKHAND

SUNDAY JUNE18, 2023




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

