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About UDASMonthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by

Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for

Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document disasters and

accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties. UDAS is based on

media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news

portals. UDAS neither attempts nor claims to document all disasters and all accidents in

Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to document major casualties and non-casualty events on a

regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters, the

ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more

steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a document that

highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster management and accident

minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers, bureaucracy,

research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society organisations, media and the

citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations on the

subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a

greater focus on the issue, there is likely to be an improvement in the process of planning of

climate actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.

Summary of Key Uttarakhand Human Casualties in April 2023 : 0

1. April 2023 update : Joshimath “sinking”

Chief Minister Uttarakhand Pushkar Singh Dhami told Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

April 3, 2023 that an economic package of Rs 2942.99 Crore is required for relief and

rehabilitation works in Joshimath. As per Dhami, the package includes the construction of

150 prefabricated houses, site development work, interim relief, compensation for damage to

residential and commercial infrastructure, compensation for lands of affected people and

acquisition and development infrastructure, The work of stabilisation and redevelopment of

Joshimath has also to be done, Dhami had said.
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In the meantime, the Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti, a citizens collective that has

participation from almost all residents of the town hit by land subsidence stated their threat

on April 4, 2023 to block traffic on April 27, 2023, the day the Badrinath yatra was scheduled

to start, if their demands were not met.
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Chief Minister Dhami visited Joshimath on Saturday April 8, 2023 and also flagged off a

marathon event in the town. He said the situation in Joshimath is stable but negative

perception was created about the pilgrim town. Dhami said Uttarakhand is hit by disasters

every year but an atmosphere of panic earlier this year led to doubts in minds of people

across the country that the whole Joshimath is sinking.
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On April 12, NTPC claimed that due to stoppage of work in Joshimath for 98 days, a loss of

Rs 500 crores has been incurred.

April 13, 2023 marked the completion of 100 days of protest by the affected people at

Joshimath tehsil offices under the banner of Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti (JBSS) for

justice over the land subsidence issue. Environment activists from Himalayan states like

Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh also reached the town to express their

solidarity.
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Days after Chief Minister Dhami said the situation in Joshimath is “stable”, some residents

of the pilgrim town claimed that new cracks have appeared in their houses. In their letters to

Joshimath Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Kumkum Joshi on April 18, 2023 they

requested the local administration to re-survey their houses.

“New cracks have appeared in our house. Earlier, there were only a few hairline cracks, but

they have grown bigger and wider too,” Basanti Devi and her brother Narendra Lal, residents

of Chhawani Bazar, said in their letter. “We have come to the tehsil office to request the

administration to re-survey our houses. However, nobody is playing heed to our request”

said Basanti Devi.

In the meantime, the state government began the exercise to set up an integrated disaster

control room at Joshimath in Chamoli district. The control room would be connected with

National Disaster Response Force, State Disaster Response Force, Border Road
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Organisation, Army, Police, Indo Tibetan Border Police and all line departments for effective

response to any disaster-like situation during the yatra season, said state disaster

management officials.

A central government team which conducted a four-day Post-Disaster Needs Assessment

(PDNA) study in subsidence-hit Joshimath concluded that some areas have become

inhabitable and 200-350 families will have to re- locate permanently. It was stated that the

affected families might have to permanently move out of their homes and resettle at some

other safe places, either identified by the government or of their own choice.

On April 28, 2023 the Central Government informed that a meeting would be held in Delhi

on May 3, 2023 to decide the amount of compensation to be given to the disaster affected

people in Joshimath.

2. Mining stopped after cracks on temple walls in Bageshwar District

Cracks have developed on the walls of the ancient Kalika temple of Kanda Village in

Bageshwar District due to which locals are enraged. The residents have alleged that the use

of machines for the uncontrolled illegal soapstone mining being done above the temple area

is the main reason for the cracks that have surfaced on the walls of the temples.

The district geological scientist said that the geological report has been submitted to the

District Magistrate of Bageshwar which has highlighted that 8 to 10 centimetre wide cracks

have surfaced 40 metres away from the crown of the mining pit. The fresh land subsidence

and the cracks appearing in the temple have instilled fear among the residents of the area in

the aftermath of the Joshimath disaster.
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3. Cracks appear in homes in Village Sirsolipatti in Pithoragarh District

Local residents allege that cracks appeared in 50 houses due to tunnel blasting on the

upcoming 21 MW Khutani Hydro Electric Project in Sirsolpatti-Bankot Village in

Pithoragarh district. The hydro project is being made on the Saryu river. Local residents have

been complaining about the cracks since the past one year. Authorities have conducted their

surveys and sent reports to the District Magistrate of Pithoragarh.
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4. Tunnel blasts lead to cracks in home in Village Harsari in Chamoli District

In Harsari village of Chamoli district, there are reports of cracks in several houses. Local

residents allege that the tunnel construction on the 444 MW Vishnugad Pipalkoti Hydro

Electric Project on the river Alaknanda is causing cracks in their houses. The project began in

2003 and is being executed by THDC.

About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group engaged in

communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the Himalayan state of

Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with the institutions of Government of

India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as research & academic

institutions, community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade

bodies, schools & colleges in the state.
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Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable urbanisation and a

basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional. In case

any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available for events that

are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at email id

contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in subsequent versions

of the monthly reports of UDAS.
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