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About UDAS Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by
Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for
Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document disasters and
accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties. UDAS is based on
media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news
portals. UDAS neither attempts nor claims to document all disasters and all accidents in
Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to document major casualties and non-casualty events on a
regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters, the
ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more
steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a document that
highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster management and accident
minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers, bureaucracy,
research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society organisations, media and the
citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations on the
subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a
greater focus on the issue, there is likely to be an improvement in the process of planning of
climate actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.

Summary of Key Uttarakhand Human Casualties in April 2023 : o
1. April 2023 update : Joshimath “sinking”

Chief Minister Uttarakhand Pushkar Singh Dhami told Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
April 3, 2023 that an economic package of Rs 2942.99 Crore is required for relief and
rehabilitation works in Joshimath. As per Dhami, the package includes the construction of
150 prefabricated houses, site development work, interim relief, compensation for damage to
residential and commercial infrastructure, compensation for lands of affected people and
acquisition and development infrastructure, The work of stabilisation and redevelopment of
Joshimath has also to be done, Dhami had said.
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‘walted: crisis-hit
rehabilitation

Dhami mmeets PV, secks
L2, 942 cr for Joshimmath

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUMN: Chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami met Prime
Minister Marendra Wodi in Delhi
on Monday and apprised him
that the state needs an economic
package of ¥2,942.99 crore for
relief and rehabilitation meas-
ures for affected people in Joshi-
math. He also sought starting the
Wande Bharat train from Harid-
war to Varanasi for the conve-
nience of pilgrims and tourists.
Dhami apprised the PIVI about
the progress of various Central
and state government projects
and the initiatives taken under
various departments. - Dhami
inwvited the PM for Char Dham
yatra, Adi Kailash and Mayanwati

Ashram located in Lohaghat.
In the meeting with the PM
which lasted for about an hour,
the CM discussed issues related
to the development and sought
the PIVI's guidance. Dhami also
presented a Munsivari shawl, a
‘coffee table book of the success-
ful G20 event in Uttarakhand,
and a replica of Jageshwar

Dham to the Prime Minister.
CN told Modi that m}gau-

kca of TZ0A4AZ.

compenszruon for lands of fami-
lies falling in the unsafe. Zone;’
permanent rehabilitation of

affected people and :%l:qﬂlsitlnnr

depan:l:nenta] infrastructure. The
work of stabilisation and rede-
welopment of Joshimath has also
to be done™, he said.

The CM -'lp;pnsed the PNV that
Uttaralkkhand Landslide Mitiga-
tion and Management Centre
has been set up ., which will give
advice on landslide mitigation
and management at the national
lewel. “The centre has started
functioning in Joshimath and a

-madrnap has been prcpa_red for
the ﬂja%?ﬂ‘ ected arca.”
e.:a:pressed gratitude
—

CVI Dhami with Prime Minister Modi in Delhi on Monday. PTI

to the PN for the Centre's sup-
port for various externally aided
projects and special assistance
schemes, including the approwval
of the Jamrani Dam project for
the development of the state.
Dhami said that recommen-
dation was given in the meeting
of the Public Investment Board
organized by the finance minis-
ry for the Jamrani Dam Mulri-
purpose Project. Dhami urged
the PM 1o get financial approwval
for Jamrani Dam Multipurpose
Project from the Cabinet Corm-
rruttee on Economic Affairs.
The CM apprised the PM that
State MNlillet Mission is being
operated by the state from
2022-24 to 2027-28. "Under the
Millet Mission, 10,000 metric
tonnes of Maduwa (Finger Mil-
let) will be procured from farm-
ers and distributed through Pub-
lic Distribution System. “Along
with this, Jhangore's kheer
(coarse grain pudding) will be
made available to the students
once a weeldd the mid-day
meal. “There is a need to issue
minimum support price for
Jhangora, Ramdana and Kakuni
tradidonal crops”, he said.
Dhami said according to the
guidelines of the MNational Bee-
keeping and Honey Mission
Scheme, a proposal of T249.5
crore has been sent to the Centre
for the overall development of
beekeeping in the state. Dhami
the PM to approve the pro-
posal, adding the project would
benefit about 45,000 beekeepers.
The CMVM reguested the PM to
direct the authorities to operate

air services at Naini Saini Air-
port in Pithoragarh and transfer
the airport to the IAF in view of
the expansion of the airport.

Dhamialso requested the PV
to consider granting permission
till March 2024 for works under
FPradhan Mantri Grameen Sadalke
Yojana I and IT to complete all
the remaining <473 works.
“"Under PMIGSY. 407 habitations
with a population of 150 to 2459
are left in the state, in which con-
struction of 3,200 km long roads
is proposed. and the estimated
cost is F2,.900 crore”, he said.

Dhami told the PMW that the
state government has launched .
the “Empowered Uttarakhan
mission to strengthen the s =
economy, under which the tar-
get is to double the GSDP from
R2.75 lakh crore to 5.5 lakh
crore in the next five years
(2022-2027). “At present, McKin-
sey glabal firm is preparing a
strategy to achiewve this goal by
harmonising the development of
infrastructure with a focused
approach to atiract private
investment in tourism, agricul-
ture. industry, health and educa-
tion and service sectors”™, he said.

Giving information about the
redevelopment works of Kedar-
nath and Badrinath, Dhami said
that like Char Dham religious
tourism, 48 temples and gurud-
waras have been identfied in th
Kumaon region in the form #f
circuits under the Mans
Mandir Mala MMission.
first phase, infrastru

opmernt is propo making a
circuit of ples,” he said.

In the meantime, the Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti, a citizens collective that has
participation from almost all residents of the town hit by land subsidence stated their threat
on April 4, 2023 to block traffic on April 27, 2023, the day the Badrinath yatra was scheduled
to start, if their demands were not met.
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Tapoy,

Won’t allow Badrinath ™
1, warn locals

yatra on Gay

Gaurav.Talwar@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: The Joshimath
Bachao Sanghaish Samiti, a
citizens’ collective that has
participation from almost all
residents of the town hit by
land subsidence, Iias threate-
ﬁmed to block traffic on April

ir demands were not met.
“The situation in Joshi-
math is exactly the same as it
was two months ago. We de-
mand|complete serapping of
NTP(|'s under-construction
Tap: -Vishnugad
projectand the Helangbypass
road,” said Atul Sati, conve-
nor of the group, on Tuesday.

_hydel

Doon-Yamunotri
highway in bad shape

1 7 /ithlessthanthree weeks
'\ left for the Yamunotri
shrine to open on April 22,
NH-507, the highway leading
to the shrine from Dehradun
(an alternative route used
mostly by pilgrims from the
state capital and from Pun-
jab)is in ashambles. P 2

The group has been de-
manding rehabilitation for
all 3,000 families of Joshi-

-math,. compared to _the 300
- identified by the government.

pContinuedon P 2

Rgonl </ <

‘Make Jo shimath
survey report public’

.group staged a protestin Josh-

» Coutinued from P1

ey have also demanded

that the report submit-

ted to the National Di-
saster Management Author-
ity (NDMA) after a ground
: surwybyseveralscientiﬁcm-
stitutes in Joshimath be made
{ public, as it will decide the
i compensation package to be
i given to the displaced resi-
dents. Addressinga gathering
on Tuesday, Satisaid, “We will
submit a memorandum to the’
govérnment with a warning
thatlif the demands were not
met, we will be forced to close
the Joshimathmarket andcall
for chakka jam (stop vehicles
from plying) on April27.” -
Locals in Joshimath, as
well as nearby Karnaprayag,

imath, the government an-
nhounced that work on the hy-
del project and the Helang by-
pass would be halted.  Some
other constructions within
the Joshimath municipal lim-
its were also suspended.

In fact, the Chamoli dis-
trict administration also
asked NTPC and Hindustan
Construction Company Lim-
ited (HCC) to build 2,000 pre-
fabricated houses each “as a
way to make amends”.

Pilgrims usually take a
night halt at Joshimath, the
“gateway to Badrinath” and
then take the Badrinath high-
way to the shrine and to Mana’
village, a nearby tourist at-
traction. The highway, which
also developed cracks, is now

have blamed the relentless
construction works for the
cracks. The residents and ac-
tivists have flagged the tun-
nelling work done for the 520
MW Tapovan Vishnugad hy-
del project, undertaken by
NTPL, as well as hill cutting
and Blasting of mountains for
the under-construction Char
Dham road, for the land sub-
sidence.

On January 5, after the

the only route to Badrinath
shrine from Joshimath.

Once ready, the Helang by-
pass, which is part of the am-
bitious Char Dham project,
would be an alternative route.

So far, the Chamaoli district
administration has distrib-
uted over RsBcrore to31affect-
ed families as a one-time set-
tlement under the Joshimath
rehabilitation policy passed
by the state cabinet.

r(illr;lre;ﬂll\/l1nister :)ham}il visited Joshimath on Saturday April 8, 2023 and also flagged off a
on event in the town. He said the situation in Joshi i

: ' oshimath is stable but negativ
perception was created about the pilgrim town. Dhami said Uttarakhand is hit by disister:

every year but an atmosphere of panic earlier thi
this year led to doubts i i
across the country that the whole Joshimath is sinking. * In minds of people
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Joshimath, situation stable: CM

HT Correspondent
!en'ers@hinduslgatimes,mm

DEHRADUN: _Chief-minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Satur-
day said the situation in Joshi-
math is “stable” but negative
perception was created about
the pilgrim town.

He said Uttarakhand is hit by
disasters every year but an
atmosphere of panic earlier this
Year led to doubts in minds of
people across the country that
the whole Joshimath is sinking.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh
Samiti met CM Dhami during his
Joshimath visit and handed over
him a memorandum alleging
“government's apathy” towards
the pilgrim town.

The JBSS said they requested

* the CM to declare the whole of
Joshimath as disaster affected
and scrap NTPC's Tapovan-Vish-
nugad project and Helang
bypass under the Char Dham all-
weather road.

The JBSS in a press release
said their delegation had a
detailed discussion with the CM
on their demands.

“When a big crisis hit Joshi-

" math town, I offered prayers
before Lord Narsingh to save the
town. God put brakes on the
deteriorating situation and made
the situation stable. Today, a
spectacular marathon is being
organised here,” Dhami said
while addressing the gathering
at “Auli Marathon 2023 - Ist
Himalayan High Altitude Ulira
Run”

“A kind of atmosphere was
created initially that the whole
Joshimath town was sinking.
People across the country used
to ask...what's happening to
Joshimath. Somehow... we put
the real situation before every-
one. Qur state is hit by disasters
every year. Sometime Kedar-
naa.someﬁme Raini...Some-
time\ Varunavrat in Uttark-
ashi...... Dehradun, Tehri..... last
year Nainital, Champawat,
Almora, and before that Dhar-
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gﬁef@m:ul’u;hkar Singh Dhami flags offamarathon eventin Joshimath on Saturday. »

chula,” he said.

“However, the kind of atmos-
phere that was created carller
this year led to doubts in minds
of people across the country.
However, I came forward and
made it clear that the situation in
Joshimath, and Uttarakhand is
not what is being presented.
There, various works are going
on normally,” the chief minister
said.

“I said the negative perception
should not be created ahead of
the Char Dham yatra. And it
brought positive results. Around
11 lakh people have registered for
the Char Dham yatra this year
scheduled to begin on April 22.
Our last year's footfall record
was around 50 lakh. With God's
blessings, this turnout record
will be broken this year. We have
been constantly making
arrangements at the government
and administration level. Soon

SANGHARSH
SAMITI HAS URGED
CM TO DECLARE
THE WIOLE OF
JOSHIMATH AS
DISASTER HIT

after the last year's yatra con-
cluded, we began preparations
for the upcoming yatra. I myself
has taken four review meetings
in this regard,” he said.

The CM said, "The negative
news about Joshimath led to
downfall in number of tourists
here. This marathon and turn-
out of people here is a message
for the tourists who doubt that
Auli, Badrinath and Joshimath
are not safe. From here, I want to
tell tourists across the world that
except some part, Joshimath and
Auli are completely safe and sta-

ble and ready for Char Dham
tra.”

Dhami said the state is mak-
ing progress in various sectors
under leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

“As stated by PM Modi in
2021, the third decade of the 21st
century will belang to Uttara-
khand and we are maving for-
ward in that direction. Last
year's Char Dham yatra was his-
toric, Kanwar yatra was unprec-
edented,” the CM said, mention-
ing various development pro-
jects being carried out in the
region, including Badrinath
Master Plan.

Atul Sati, convenor of JBSS,
said, "We have requested the CM
to declare the whole Joshimath
as disaster affected and pay ade-
quate compensations to different
sections, setting up a permanent
office for resettlement and reha-
bilitation, remove compensation

+
HTPHOTO

process hurdles, make public the
fact finding report of eight tech-
nical institutions that studied the
Joshimath town, constitution of
amonitoring committee involv-
ing our members for treatment
and redevelopment of town and
complete scrapping of NTPC's
Tapovan-Vishnugad  hydel
project and Helang bypass under
Char Dham all-weather road.”
Earlier, JBSS had “Chakka
Jam" (road blockage) on Char
Dham route towards Badrinath
Dham if any concrete decision is
not taken for resolution of the
crisis before the yatra starts. Por-
tals of Badrinath Dham are
scheduled to open on April 27,
In a meeting at GMVN guest
house in Joshimath, Dhami
reviewed the relief and rescue
operations in the holy town, he
also inspected the pre-fabricated

shelters built for afficted |

families.

) AAPLIL, 1022
HINOLSTAN TIMGS

On April 12, NTPC claimed that due to stoppage of work in Joshimath for 98 days, a loss of
Rs 500 crores has been incurred.

April 13, 2023 marked the completion of 100 days of protest by the affected people at
Joshimath tehsil offices under the banner of Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti (JBSS) for
justice over the land subsidence issue. Environment activists from Himalayan states like
Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh also reached the town to express their
solidarity.
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Joshimath crisis: 100th
day of protests by locals

Youngsters From Other Hlmalayan States Also Jom In

Gaum\r Talwar@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: The ongoing pro-
tests by residents of subsid-
ence-hit Joshimath town in
Chamoli district of Uttaralk-
hand entered its 100th day on
Thursday even as hundreds
of families were stillliving in
temporary shelter homes
with their future hanging in
balance.

. The Joshimath Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti (JBSS), a
citizens’ collective that has
beenleading themovementto
press for demands of scrap-
ping NTPC's hydel project
and Helang bypass project
along with permanent reha-
bilitation and compensation
to affected families, said that
"itisnoteasy tostanddirectly
against state machinery"
Atul Sati, convenor of JBSS,
told TOI, “It is always diffi-
cult to sustain a movement
for 100 days, that too when the
state government had been
trying every trick in the book
to weaken the peaceful agita-
tion.” :

The JBSS-led protest had
started on January 2 after an
aqguifer bust at Jaypee colony
in the Marwari municipal
ward of the town. The mas-
sive discharge of water, ac-
cording to observers, led to a
sudden rise in subsidence in

An ongoing protest by residents

“ It is always

difficult to sustain a
movement for 100 days,
that too when the state
government had been
trying every trick in the
book to weaken the
peaceful agitation

" ATUL SATI

JBS5S convenor

the town, leaving nearly 200
houses inhabitable.

. Sati added that they are
hopeful that their demands
will be favourably met, add-
ing, “The attitude of the gov-
ernment has improvved
somewhat over the past 100
days. In our last meeting with
the chief minister on April 8,

heatleast gave apatient hear-
ing to our concerns and also
gave a verbal approval to our
11-point demands.”

Following the meeting
with the CM, the samiti has
putits plan to block the Badri-
nath highway on April 27, the
day vatra to the Himalayan
shrineistobegin, on hold.

Meanwhile, eight mem-
bers of "Youth for Himalayas'
-- an organisation of young-
stersfrom Jammu & Kashmir
and Himachal Pradesh -- re-
ached Joshimath on Thurs-
day and joined the protests.

“We have come here to
support the people of Joshi-
math who are protesting for
over three months. It is inspi-
rational to see them fightihg
for their rights,” said 25- -
old Anmol Ohri, aresident of
Jammu and Kashmir

| 4= APIZIL >0
TIMES oF TND/A-

Days after Chief Minister Dhami said the situation in Joshimath is “stable”, some residents
of the pilgrim town claimed that new cracks have appeared in their houses. In their letters to
Joshimath Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Kumkum Joshi on April 18, 2023 they
requested the local administration to re-survey their houses.

“New cracks have appeared in our house. Earlier, there were only a few hairline cracks, but
they have grown bigger and wider too,” Basanti Devi and her brother Narendra Lal, residents
of Chhawani Bazar, said in their letter. “We have come to the tehsil office to request the
administration to re-survey our houses. However, nobody is playing heed to our request”
said Basanti Devi.

In the meantime, the state government began the exercise to set up an integrated disaster
control room at Joshimath in Chamoli district. The control room would be connected with
National Disaster Response Force, State Disaster Response Force, Border Road
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Organisation, Army, Police, Indo Tibetan Border Police and all line departments for effective
response to any disaster-like situation during the yatra season, said state disaster

management officials.

A central government team which conducted a four-day Post-Disaster Needs Assessment
(PDNA) study in subsidence-hit Joshimath concluded that some areas have become
inhabitable and 200-350 families will have to re- locate permanently. It was stated that the
affected families might have to permanently move out of their homes and resettle at some

other safe places, either identified by the government or of their own choice.

‘200 to 350 families likely to
be shifted from Joshimath’®

Central Govt Team Conducts Study In Subsidence-Hit Town

ilies are still living in these

Gaurav.] i
v'lhlwar@tlme§group.com The ls-member agencies.
DehradunsAcenteal N !eam extensively Kamal Raturi of Joshi- shelters while therest have ei-
g‘e:rlt;; Pw:xiDch P A interacted with I?atg]?acgag Sa?garsh Sami- ther shifted to rented accom-
= ost-Dis : = » o had a t i =

PRl ;j;e:nﬁ??; locals_, IS expectedto NDMA team, sa?tcl,, Elv?re ;?: 3%355?213?32‘5’?5322;" stay

Subsidence-hitJoshimatejs submit its reportina awarethatthe areas classified As many as 868 houses in

concluded that som e few d ays asdanger zones will have to be Joshimath have developed
completely evacuated. The cracks, and18lresidential and

have become inhabitable and j ND!
: 4 1 d major crack:
200 550 famition i poaois 2nd. oped major crac] s and are lo- MA. team member i
locaste-permaneriﬂy. X re (z:g:ii 1‘;: lfilll‘}el ;?I:ntutgcd d]ajng_cr subscribe to this vie\: :11:3 g?a?;‘f‘ie;glallufézgc?arss ron-
REER T T oy 2 > © be rehabil- they said that it - istrict ad.
Lk o migtl?taix 35 :::;_ig;ialogié ic‘:t;, ,{osg;med\th,” an  ing .ssu‘bsidx-3ncearfla-et;:ﬂlds :g;xt:teasrlst z(i?ifr?igsiiz'tiltj)y $E15] EERRiR
to Permanently move out 1 o O aD, CTRonitor: y l <
= e ring. 2
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fie other safe places, oty oD € ts rom istrict administration, a t 1 i e
e e oatih ovex: ertain bod_lcs affiliated tothe tal of 290 famili ¥ o o(.:a}s e eyl iy
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_ ilies whose houses have devel- oth v Y e brihe ey o ceertcment’ na post dicas
€r central government nuary this year. Over loont?an?- :‘esetﬂement e Hostaisas
1 3 - errecovery:
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On April 28, 2023 the Central Government informed that a meeting would be held in Delhi
on May 3, 2023 to decide the amount of compensation to be given to the disaster affected

people in Joshimath.

2. Mining stopped after cracks on temple walls in Bageshwar District

Cracks have developed on the walls of the ancient Kalika temple of Kanda Village in
Bageshwar District due to which locals are enraged. The residents have alleged that the use
of machines for the uncontrolled illegal soapstone mining being done above the temple area
is the main reason for the cracks that have surfaced on the walls of the temples.

The district geological scientist said that the geological report has been submitted to the
District Magistrate of Bageshwar which has highlighted that 8 to 10 centimetre wide cracks
have surfaced 40 metres away from the crown of the mining pit. The fresh land subsidence
and the cracks appearing in the temple have instilled fear among the residents of the area in

the aftermath of the Joshimath disaster.
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Mining stopped after cracks omn |
temple walls in Bageshwar dist¢’|

Ajay Ramola
letters@hindustantimes com

MUSSOORIE: Cracks have devel-
oped on the walls of the ancient
Kalika temple of Kanda village in
Bageshwar due to which locals
are enraged.

The residents have alleged
that the use of machines for the
uncontrolled illegal soapstone
‘mining being done above the
temple area is the main reason
for the cracks that have surfaced
on the walls of the temples.

Bageshwar district adminis-
tration authorities have stopped
the usage of inachines for min-
ing with immediate effect after
the primary report submitted by
the geologist suggested that the
usage of machines can be the
cause of the cracks.

Anuradha Pal, district magis-
trate (DM) Bageshwar, said, “Fol-
lowing the complaints of land
subsidence and cracks develop-
ing in the Kalika temple prem-
ises a two-member team consist-
ing of SDM Kanda and district
geological scientist was directed
to investigate the matter who
after preliminary investigation
have prima facie, cited the soap-
stone mining being done near
the temple as the main reason
for the cracks developing in the
- area along with land subsidence

ingidents.”
'The officials have been

. dirécted to stop the mining activ-
ity In the affected area and stop
the use of machines for mining

and manually collect the mate-
rial that has been mined till now
while the district geological sci-
entst has been directed to moni-
tor the cracks and land subsi-
dence activities on daily basis for
a week and report any further-
ance in the situation without any
delay, said DM Bageshwar.

A report seeking further gui-
dance on whether the mining
should be continued or not has
been sent to the mining director-
ate after which the action will be
taken, she added.

Aniket Thapliyal, district geo-
logical scientist, said, “The geo-
logical report has beent submit-
ted to the district magistrate
Bagcshwar which has high-
lighted that 8 to 10 cm widce
cracks have surfaced 40 meters
away from the crown of mining
pit on the on the western side of
the road due to mining activities
while it is still not clear that the
land subsidence and develop-
ment of cracks inside the temple
is also due to the mining activi-
ties but the investigation is on
and the full details will emerge
after the scientific assessment is
complete within one week.”

“We have recommended
some safety measures like creat-
ing terraced benches etc to stop
the spread of land subsidence
and development of cracks in
other areas”, he added.

Virendra Singh, district min-
ing officer Bageshwar said, “ The
mining activity in the affected pit
has been stopped till further

- VIRENDRA SINGH, .

Qeé’

Miners have been
prohibited from
using JCB
machines and
permission has
been given to
collect the material
that was mined
earlier manually.

district mining officer " - °

-notice and the miners have been

prohibited from using JCB
machines while the permission
to collect the material that was
mined earlier manually has been
given for now.”

‘The affected soap mining pit
was approved in 1999 but the
mining started only a few years
back, said Virendra Singh.

Currently, there are 68 active

.mines in the area out of 112

mines approved by the govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, the fresh land
subsidence activities and the
cracks surfacing in the temple

. have instilled fear among the

residents of the area in the after-
math of the Joshimath crisis.
Mahesh Singh, a resident of
Bageshwar said, “The mining
‘was being done indiscriminately

. issue of the statue of the Kalika

using JCB machines at the
mountain above the temple for
past several months within the
500-meter area of the Kalika
temple in Kanda village of
Bageshwar district which is said
to have been established by Adi
Guru Shankaracharya the
renowned seer revered by the
Hindu Community”.

“One side of the temple has
tilted alarmingly to one side sim-
ilar to the lines of two hotels in
Joshimath which also developed
cracks after the land subsidence
incidents”, said Mahesh Singh.

The residents also raised the

goddess slipping about two
inches away from its original
place and DM Bageshwar Anu-
radha Patel taking cognizance of
the matter visited the temple
premises and conducted an
onsite inspection.

Savitri Devi, another resident
of the area was apprehensive of
the cracks surfacing in the ter-
ple and feared that the situation
could aggravate further during
the rainy season resulting in risk
to the life and property of the
people living near the temple.

Chandan Ramdas, transport
minister and MLA from Bagesh-
war said, “ Although the temple
at Kanda village falls in Kapkot
assembly constituency, on
enquiring, I was told that the DM
Bageshwar has inspected th¢ site
and stopped the used macKines

|5 APFIL , 20 232

HIHDUSTAY Tiovies

for the soapstone mining tei
done here.” :

3. Cracks appear in homes in Village Sirsolipatti in Pithoragarh District

Local residents allege that cracks appeared in 50 houses due to tunnel blasting on the
upcoming 21 MW Khutani Hydro Electric Project in Sirsolpatti-Bankot Village in
Pithoragarh district. The hydro project is being made on the Saryu river. Local residents have
been complaining about the cracks since the past one year. Authorities have conducted their
surveys and sent reports to the District Magistrate of Pithoragarh.
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4. Tunnel blasts lead to cracks in home in Village Harsari in Chamoli District

In Harsari village of Chamoli district, there are reports of cracks in several houses. Local
residents allege that the tunnel construction on the 444 MW Vishnugad Pipalkoti Hydro
Electric Project on the river Alaknanda is causing cracks in their houses. The project began in
2003 and is being executed by THDC.

About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group engaged in
communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the Himalayan state of
Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with the institutions of Government of
India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as research & academic
institutions, community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade
bodies, schools & colleges in the state.

April 2023 - UDAS Report by SDC Foundation, Uttarakhand

8



Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable urbanisation and a
basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional. In case
any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available for events that
are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at email id
contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in subsequent versions
of the monthly reports of UDAS.
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