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About UDAS Monthly Reports:

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by Dehradun-based
environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document disasters and accidents in
Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties. UDAS is based on media reports in
respectable publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAS
neither attempts nor claims to document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus
instead is to document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters, the
ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more steps to
increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a document that highlights
attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster management and accident minimization
policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers, bureaucracy,
research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society organizations, media and the
citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations on the subjects
of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater
focus on the issue, there is likely to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate
actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.

1. February 2023 : Joshimath “sinking” update

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami instructs officials to identify agencies that can
conduct carrying capacity analysis for towns in the hill areas of Uttarakhand. Meanwhile
residents of Joshimath raise concerns regarding the three proposals submitted by the Chamoli
DM for the rehabilitation and resettlement of the affected people. They claim that the three
options lack clarity. Authorities clarify that the Char Dham Yatra of 2023 will follow the usual
Joshimath route as the alternate, Helang bypass road is still in its initial stages.
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DEHRADUN; The land ersis-hit

Joshimath residentshaveraed 1
concerns tegarding (e three . N

proposals submitted by the
Chamoli district magistrate for
the rehabilitation and resetile-

they said the options “lacked
clarty’,”

Anaffected resident Jagdish
Negi said, "Weare okay with the
on-time ettlement but they
should clarify the rate of com-
pensation. It should be ade-
quate. In the hills, building a
house is-an uphill task and
requiresa lot of money."

Digambar Rawat, who has
been living in a relief camp
since January 3at Nagar Palika
Parishad buflding after their
house developed cracks, said,
“Firstthey should makeit clear
that they will llot us land. How
i willthey decide? If somebody

lived in a good locality close to
Badrinath highway, will they be
paid better? Even in the one-
‘ time settlement option, they
| havenat cleared atwhich rate
they will pay
| Cha oh dmrtct magistrate
! Hlm:i)h‘u Khurana on Monday
propbsed three options for the
| rehabiltacionand esetdement
| oftheaffcted familesin Joshi-

ment of the affected people as - f

-

N

SDRF pemnnel demolisha hotel, mJoshmmth

math town, The information
was shared during the meeting
ofthe high-powered committee
on the Joshimath crisis which
was presided over by additional
chiefsecretary Anand Vardhan.

As per the first option, one-
time settlement will be done by
providing financial assistance to
the aflected landowners. The
compensation for the damage to
theaflected land/building, pay-
ment will be made as per the

prescribed standards. Before -

making the full payment, the
[andJbuilding of the aflected
person ill have o beregisered
in favour of the state govern-
men,

Under the second option,
land up to a maximum area of
100 square metres will be pro-
vided tothe affcted land-build-
ing owners for house construc-
tion relative o the affected land,
andcompensation vill be gven

m

for the affected structure, In
case of more than 100 square
metres of land, the affected
Lamdowners will be paid for the
restofthe land according tothe
norms,

Before making the ful pay-
ment tothe affected land/build-
ingowners and beforeallotting
Jand up to a maxiraum area of
100 square metres for house
construction, theregistryf the

landpuildingof the isaster-af- |

fected person will have to be
done n favour of the state gov-
ernment,

Under the third option, a
building vill be constructed on
the land up to the maximum
areaof 75 square meters at the
identifed place for the rehabili
tation of theaffected. If e valu-
ation of the ffected residential
building/land s more than the
land/accommodation being pro-
vided, then the remaining
amount will be paid to the

1 affected.

Like two other options, the
segistry ofthe concerned disas-
ter-affected land building will
have to be donein favour of the
state government before pro-
ceedings,

The three options suggested
for the rehabilitation of the
alfected people will come up
(uring the cabinet meeting,

However, disaster manage-
ment department secretary Dr
Ranjit Kumar Sinba said: “Tewill
only beclear ifrehabllitation s
required from the affected areas
after the final reports of the
technical agencies studying the
situation are submitted",

Aconsensus would be built
withthe affected families fthe
feports suggest rehabilitation,
hesaid, Only atter receiving the
final report of the technical
institutes, 2 decisionwill also be

taken regarding, the works
related to mitigation of disaster|
stabilization of the area, toe ero-
sion, drainage plan etc, Sinha
ad

Nain Singh Bhandari, presi-
dentof Joshimath Vyaper Man-
dal. "The area that they have
proposed toallot to the affected
families is not adequate, Sec-
ondly, the options lack clarity
on how much percent ahove the
market rate we will be paid,
Thirdly, the proposals say noth-
ing about the business activities
affected here and there is also
ambiguity about how they
would pay for the commercial
structures.”

Atul Sati, convener of Joshi-
math Bachao Sangharsh Samit
said, "Ttis just a proposal, That
t00 lacks clarity. The govern-
ment’s policy framework for the
rehabilitation of affected people
is yet to come. These are just
piecesaf information.

“They have not made it clear
atwhich rate will they pay the
compensation. We had asked
them to consider the Centre's
Rehabilitation and Resettle-
ment Policy, 2007, which covers
every section of society,includ-
ing businessmen. The proposels
willnow golo me state cabinet
Letsseeinwhich form the pro-
posals are passed by the cabi-
et Ne said,
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With the completion of one month after the land crisis aggravated right in the beginning of
January 2023, local residents are still waiting for the transit shelters or prefabricated homes
as promised by the Chamoli district administration on January 5, 2023. Within one month,

a steady exodus has been happening in Joshimath with almost 400 families migrating to
other places like Dehradun and Gopeshwar.
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The Central government told the Parliament on February 5, 2023 that many parts of the
Himalayas have unstable and dynamic geology which may lead to land subsidence and
landslides. It also said that the region has been witnessing gradual subsidence. i
took out a protest march on February 10, 2023 under the banner of the citizen group,
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Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti.
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On the basis of the preliminary report of eight top institutes and organizations, the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) made a presentation to the Prime Ministers Office
(PMO) on the present scenario at Joshimath and the efforts required to improve the

situation on February 10, 2023.

The Uttarakhand Cabinet on February 15, 2023 approved a policy for compensation and
permanent rehabilitation, providing three options to residents affected by the Joshimaath
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crisis. The policy for Joshimath has been divided into three parts - rates, alternatives and
conditions. As far as the rates for the houses are concerned, it has been decided to give
compensation in accordance with the rates decided by CPWD and also add the cost index to
it. For load bearing houses, the amount is Rs 31,000 per square meter and for RCC houses,
it is Rs 36,000 per square meter. For commercial buildings made with a load bearing
structure, the rate is Rs 39,000 per square meter and it is Rs 45,000 for RCC structures.
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The winter games, scheduled to be held in Auli from February 23 to 26, 2023 are canceled
due to less snowfall in the region. Auli is barely 11 Kilometer from Joshimath. In the

meantime, the first prefabricated house of one BHK gets ready.

The Central Building Research Institute (CBRI), which was designated as a nodal agency
among all central agencies involved in technical investigation of land subsidence in
Joshimath submits an interim report on the town to National Disaster Management

Authority (NDMA).
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Joshimath residents continue to state that the rehabilitation policy lacks clarity and that
their demands were not taken into consideration. Land subsidence continues to increase the
risks on the Badrinath highway as fresh cracks (around ten) are spotted. Experts state that a
full fledged Char Dham Yatra via Joshimath is risky.

A ground survey by a committee of three experts from state run Sri Dev Suman Uttarakhand
University has revealed that Joshimath has cracks as long as half a kilometer and 2 feet
wide. Residents claim that mild boulder displacement has started happening in the area due
to land subsidence. Around a week after a team of experts from Sri Dev Suman Uttarakhand
University , which is under the aegis of the state government, had revealed that the cracks in
Joshimath were half a kilometer long, the University claimed that the survey was done on
their college campus in Joshimath and was only intended for internal purpose.

"TIMES CITY | UTTARAKHAND g

Now, univ that measured Joshlmath
cracks says it was ‘for internal tudy

Had Earlier Revealed That The Cracks Were Half-km Long And 2 Metres Wide

imeauneon Water flow caused
“erosion: Re51dents

»Continued from P1

Dehradun: Around a week
after a team of experts from
Sri Dev Suman Uttarak-
hand University, which is
under the aegis of the state
government, had revealed
thatthecracksinJoshimath

were half a km long and 2
metres wide, the university
claimed that the survey was
done on their college cam-
pus in Joshimath and was
only intended for “internal
purpose”.

A communique s1gner1
by the university vi

cellor (VC) Mahabir Smgh
Rawat and issued on Febru-
ary 22, said: “The university
and principal of associated
colleges had formed a re-
search committee to inspect
Joshimath and collect gen-
eral information. It was just
a research-oriented report
and not a part of the govern-
ment’s reporton the town.”
Around 300 students
study at the university's
Joshimath Degree College.
The college building is also
inthedangerzone,asperthe
Chamoli_district adminis-
tration. One of the universi-
ty ' professors, requesting
anonymity, said, “The re-
search visit was planned to
see the situation of the col-
leges._as we have one in

The land subsidence in Joshimath, called the ‘gateway to Badrinath’,
became severe in January this year, forcing several residents to move

to rented and

helter homes

“ The university and prmclpal of associated

had fnrmed a

commltlee (0 mn-

spect

h and collect g

| infor L It

was just a research- orlenled report and not a part
of the government’s report on the town

A communique signed by the university vice-chancellor (VC)
Mahabir Singh Rawat issued on February 22

Joshimath and another in
Gopeshwar where houses
are also witnessing cracks.
The research work during
the visit was meant for our
internal pur]

the final report by the Na-
tional Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
public, which has findings
by all eight scientific insti-
tutes to ascertain

Meanwhile, the state
government is yet to make

the cause of land subsid-
ence in Joshimath.

‘aboutthe developmentanda

e water outflow from
“ the aquifer, which
peaked at over 500 litre

" per minute (LPM), had con-

tinued for weeks, aggravat-

ing the land subsidence in”

the town and forcing over
250 families to leave their
houses and move to shelter
homes. Meanwhile, district
officials claimed thatthewa-
ter discharge may have been
a Jal Sansthan pipe that had
burst,addingthatthematter
is being investigated by the
officials of .the sansthan.
Speaking to TOI, Kum
Kum Joshi, SDM Joshimath,
said, “I visited the place
from where the water dis-
charge was reported. Later,
it was found that the water
was coming from the Jal
Sansthan water tank which
is situated right above it.
Thewaterflowstopped with-
in two hours. If it was an
aquiferburst, theﬂowwould
nothave stopped sosoon.”
Joshi added that “senior
officials have been informed

thorough geological investi-

government must publicig
the detailed study re t
carried out by scxent C i
stltutmns in Janu:

District officials
claimed that the
water discharge
may have been a
Jal Sansthan pipe
that burst and said
it's being probed

gation has been soughtto es-
tablish the real reason be-
hind the water discharge.”
Meanwhile, convenor of
Joshimath Bachao Sang-
harsh Samiti, Atul Sati,
said, “The water discharge
which continued for nearly
two hours has caused soil
erosion in the nearby area
and might pose danger to
residents in the vicinity. The
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2. February 12, 2023 : Avalanche hits area near Lambagad in Chamoli district

An avalanche occurred along the Badrinath national highway near the Lambagad area of
Chamoli district. However, no casualty or damage to property was reported.

The avalanche, believed to have been triggered by a glacial burst, reportedly occurred

behind Jaypee company’s 400 MW hydroelectric project. The district administration called
it a normal occurrence in high altitude areas.
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3. February 22, 2023 : Earthquake of magnitude 4.4 hits Pithoragarh

An earthquake of magnitude 4.4 on the Richter scale hit a location 143 Kilometer East of
Pithoragarh at depth of 10 Kilometer at 1.30 PM on February 22, 2023. No loss to life and
property were reported.

% National Center for... € - 2Z21h
— Earthguake of Magnitude:4_ 4
[ ]

Occurred omn 22-02-2023,
13:=-3T0:23 IST, Lat:29.56 &
LonNng:81.70. Depth: 10
KmMm .Locatiomn: 1T43km E of
Pithoragarh. Uttarakhanmnd. India for
more information Dovwnload the
BhooKamp App seismo.gowv.in/
MIS / riseq/Inte __.
@Dr_ _ Mishraloe6 @Ravi_ MoES
@ndmaindia @iIndiametdept
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation:

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group engaged in
communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the Himalayan state of
Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with the institutions of Government of
India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as research & academic
institutions, community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade
bodies, schools & colleges in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable urbanization and a
basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional. In case
any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available for events that
are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at email id
contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in subsequent versions
of the monthly reports of UDAS.
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