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About UDAS Monthly Reports:

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by Dehradun-based

environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for Communities (SDC)

Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document disasters and accidents in

Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties. UDAS is based on media reports in

respectable publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAS

neither attempts nor claims to document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus

instead is to document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters, the

ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more steps to

increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a document that highlights

attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster management and accident minimization

policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers, bureaucracy,

research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society organizations, media and the

citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations on the subjects

of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater

focus on the issue, there is likely to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate

actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.

1. February 2023 : Joshimath “sinking” update

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami instructs officials to identify agencies that can

conduct carrying capacity analysis for towns in the hill areas of Uttarakhand. Meanwhile

residents of Joshimath raise concerns regarding the three proposals submitted by the Chamoli

DM for the rehabilitation and resettlement of the affected people. They claim that the three

options lack clarity. Authorities clarify that the Char Dham Yatra of 2023 will follow the usual

Joshimath route as the alternate, Helang bypass road is still in its initial stages.
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With the completion of one month after the land crisis aggravated right in the beginning of

January 2023, local residents are still waiting for the transit shelters or prefabricated homes

as promised by the Chamoli district administration on January 5, 2023. Within one month,

a steady exodus has been happening in Joshimath with almost 400 families migrating to

other places like Dehradun and Gopeshwar.
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The Central government told the Parliament on February 5, 2023 that many parts of the

Himalayas have unstable and dynamic geology which may lead to land subsidence and

landslides. It also said that the region has been witnessing gradual subsidence. Residents

took out a protest march on February 10, 2023 under the banner of the citizen group,

Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti.
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On the basis of the preliminary report of eight top institutes and organizations, the National

Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) made a presentation to the Prime Ministers Office

(PMO) on the present scenario at Joshimath and the efforts required to improve the

situation on February 10, 2023.

The Uttarakhand Cabinet on February 15, 2023 approved a policy for compensation and

permanent rehabilitation, providing three options to residents affected by the Joshimaath
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crisis. The policy for Joshimath has been divided into three parts - rates, alternatives and

conditions. As far as the rates for the houses are concerned, it has been decided to give

compensation in accordance with the rates decided by CPWD and also add the cost index to

it. For load bearing houses, the amount is Rs 31,000 per square meter and for RCC houses,

it is Rs 36,000 per square meter. For commercial buildings made with a load bearing

structure, the rate is Rs 39,000 per square meter and it is Rs 45,000 for RCC structures.

The winter games, scheduled to be held in Auli from February 23 to 26, 2023 are canceled

due to less snowfall in the region. Auli is barely 11 Kilometer from Joshimath. In the

meantime, the first prefabricated house of one BHK gets ready.

The Central Building Research Institute (CBRI), which was designated as a nodal agency

among all central agencies involved in technical investigation of land subsidence in

Joshimath submits an interim report on the town to National Disaster Management

Authority (NDMA).
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Joshimath residents continue to state that the rehabilitation policy lacks clarity and that

their demands were not taken into consideration. Land subsidence continues to increase the

risks on the Badrinath highway as fresh cracks (around ten) are spotted. Experts state that a

full fledged Char Dham Yatra via Joshimath is risky.

A ground survey by a committee of three experts from state run Sri Dev Suman Uttarakhand

University has revealed that Joshimath has cracks as long as half a kilometer and 2 feet

wide. Residents claim that mild boulder displacement has started happening in the area due

to land subsidence. Around a week after a team of experts from Sri Dev Suman Uttarakhand

University , which is under the aegis of the state government, had revealed that the cracks in

Joshimath were half a kilometer long, the University claimed that the survey was done on

their college campus in Joshimath and was only intended for internal purpose.

2. February 12, 2023 : Avalanche hits area near Lambagad in Chamoli district

An avalanche occurred along the Badrinath national highway near the Lambagad area of

Chamoli district. However, no casualty or damage to property was reported.

The avalanche, believed to have been triggered by a glacial burst, reportedly occurred

behind Jaypee company’s 400 MW hydroelectric project. The district administration called

it a normal occurrence in high altitude areas.
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3. February 22, 2023 : Earthquake of magnitude 4.4 hits Pithoragarh

An earthquake of magnitude 4.4 on the Richter scale hit a location 143 Kilometer East of

Pithoragarh at depth of 10 Kilometer at 1.30 PM on February 22, 2023. No loss to life and

property were reported.

About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation:

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group engaged in

communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the Himalayan state of

Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with the institutions of Government of

India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as research & academic

institutions, community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade

bodies, schools & colleges in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable urbanization and a

basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional. In case

any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available for events that

are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at email id

contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in subsequent versions

of the monthly reports of UDAS.
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