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About UDAS Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by
Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for
Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document disasters and
accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties. UDAS is based on
media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news
portals. UDAS neither attempts nor claims to document all disasters and all accidents in
Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to document major casualties and non-casualty events on a
regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters, the
ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more
steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a document that
highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster management and accident
minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers, bureaucracy,
research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society organisations, media and the
citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations on the
subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a
greater focus on the issue, there is likely to be an improvement in the process of planning of
climate actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.

1. July 2023 : Joshimath “sinking” update

Unplanned infrastructure development, inadequate drainage and excavation of roads
through unstable debris slopes accelerated the instability and land subsidence in the
historical Himalayan town of Joshimath in Uttarakhand. These are the findings in the study
“Unstable Slopes and threatened livelihoods of the historical Joshimath town, Uttarakhand
Himalaya, India” published in the latest edition of Current Science journal.

The study was conducted by Indian geologists and scientists between August 2022 and
January 2023 when the region reported land subsidence resulting in the evacuation of the
locals from their houses.

As per the findings of the report, in the last few decades Joshimath has witnessed a
significant surge in population resulting in huge infrastructure development. This has caused
immense pressure on the finite resources and limited accommodation space on precariously
balanced vulnerable slopes.
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The report went on to add that in the last few decades, Uttarakhand Himalaya has witnessed
large-scale infrastructure development activities, particularly the proliferation of urban
towns driven by the increase in urban population up to 20 times between 1901 and 2011.
Such a rapid rate of urbanisation, if executed in an unplanned manner, is likely to create an
additional burden on existing resources and infrastructure, adversely impacting the
mountain ecology and terrain instability.

Therefore , the report concluded that it is important to assess the emerging risks and
vulnerabilities associated with growth of infrastructure on precariously stabilised slopes,
particularly in the Higher Himalaya, said the authors.
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A six feet deep hole appeared in a field, according to an eyewitness, sparking fresh fears of
geological instability due to the monsoon rains. Vinod Saklani, a resident of Sunil ward in
Joshimath said that he discovered the hole in a small field near his house. The Saklani
family was among the first in the town to see cracks develop in their house two years ago.
The situation aggravated in early January this year in 2023.

The Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti (JBSS), a citizens collective pressing for speedy
rehabilitation of those affected by the Joshimath land subsidence resumed its agitation on
July 3 and held a day long protest at the towns tehsil premises, alleging non action by the
government over their 11 point demand list. The residents alleged that the government has
not moved an inch even as the situation was poised to become grave in Joshimath, especially
with the monsoon season entering its peak.
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After the monsoon rains, the authorities will begin the retrofitting of houses/buildings which
have small cracks and are located on “safe land” according to senior officials of the state
government. A four member committee has been constituted at the government level to
prepare a bid document to invite a third party company for retrofitting.

L. e

According to Piyoosh Rautela, Executive Director, Uttarakhand State Disaster Management
Authority (USDMA) who is one of the members of the Committee, “ Of the total 2364 units,
34 are totally dilapidated, 482 are unsafe for human habitation, 984 can be repaired after
investigation and 864 are completely safe. This has come months after a team of 15 member
NDMA team arrived in Joshimath for the Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) which is
an internationally accepted methodology for determining the physical damages, economic
losses and costs of meeting recovery needs after a natural disaster through a government led
process.

As per Atul Sati, convenor of JBSS “Cracks continue to appear in new places across the town.
In the already affected places, they continue to increase. But the administration doesn't seem
to be serious about it despite repeated letters. In case of excessive rainfall, the situation will
worsen”.
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Geologists to
examinec frreshh
craclk on road

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUM: A group of geolo-
gists will examine a long new
crack that surfaced on the Joshi-
math-Auli road, the Chamoli
administration said on Wednes-
day.

Joshimath sub-divisional
magistrate (SDNM) Kumiloam
Joshi said, “wWe have communi-
cated to the geologists about the
new crack on the Joshimath-
MAuli road. The geologists wwill
examine the crack soon.”

Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh
Samiti convenor Atul Sati said.
“Cracks continue Lo appear in
new places across the town. In
the already affected places, they
continue to increase. But admin-
istration doesn’t seem to be seri-
ous about it despite repeated let—
ters. In case of excessive rainfall,
the situation will worsen.”

In June, local residents under
the banner of JBSS met district
magistrate (DW) Himanshuo
Khurana at the district head-
quarters in Gopeshwar recently
owver possible threats to the town
during monsocon rains and
1l-point "unfulfilled” demands.

Sati said, "Nothing has been
done about our concerns.™

Authorities had earlier this
month said they will begin retro-
fitting of houses/buildings which
have small cracks and are
located on “safe” land after the
TMONSCoon rains.

Retrofitting involves making
sSructures more resistant to seis—
mic activity.

A Ffour-member committee
was constituted at the govern-
ment level to prepare a bid docu-
ment (draft) to invite a third-
party company for retrofitting.

Piyvoosh Rautela., executive
director, Uttarakhand State DVis-
aster NManagement Authoricy
(USDMWVLAY, who is one of the
members of the commitiee, said,
A four-member commiittee has
been constituted at the govern-
ment level to prepare the bid
document (draft) to inwvite a
third-party company.”

He said, “Of the total 2,364
affected houses, 34 are totally
dilapidated, 482 are unsafe for
human habitation, 984 can be
repaired after investigation, and
864 are completely safe.”

The mowve for rtetrofitting
came months afrter a team =
1IS-member Mational Disaster
Management Authorio: (NDVLA)

o

Craclks continue to
appcar in new’
places across the
town (Joshimath).
In the already
affected places,
they continue to
increase

ATUL SATI, Joshimath Bachao

Sangharsh Samiti convenor

team arrived in Joshimath for
the post-disaster needs asscss-
ment (PDNA)Y. PRDNA is an inter-
nationally accepted methodol-
ogy Ffor determining the physical
damages, economic losses, and
costs of mecting recovery needs
alter a natural disaster through a
government-led process.

Following the PDNA. the
houses/buildings were classified
into different caregories on the
basis of their condition, accord-
ing to officials.

Compared to Uttarakhand
which receives an average
annual rainfall of 1.162.7 .
Chamoli reports 1,230.8. During
last yvear's monsoon when the
state reccived 1L128.0 mm radn fall
(Tune -September), Chamoli was
one of the two districts among
the state’'s 13 districts. which
received highest rainfall. Chame-
oli received 1,196 4 . SAs oa
larger part of Chamoli district is
situated on the southern slopes
of the outer Himalavas, mon-
soon currents penetrate through
trenched walleys. with rainfall
reaching its maximum in the
monsoon season that spans
between June and September.

Chamoli district, where Joshi-
math falls, has a history of
extreme rainfall events, with the
Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment INMD rainfall data for hun-
dred years (1901-2000) stating
Chamoli received 537.9 mm
rainfall in July 2013, which was
the second highest recorded
rainfall in the district since 1901-
2000, and 2008-2013. The maxi-
mum rainfall of 260.7 mm in the
100-year period was reported in
September 1924. The February
2021 Chamoli tragedy near Raini

village, which is just 20 km from
Joshimath. shows how vualner
ble the area is ro disasters.

2, July 19, 2023 : Namami Gange STP Electrocution in Chamoli District

Sixteen people, including a police sub-inspector and three home guard jawans were killed,
and eleven others were injured after they were electrocuted on the banks of the Alaknanda
river at a Namami Gange project site in Chamoli district on July 19, 2023 in the morning
hours. Of the eleven injured, six people have been airlifted to the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences in Rishikesh, while five others are being treated at the district hospital in
Gopeshwar, 10 kilometres away from the accident site.

NK Joshi, district disaster management officer, said that the incident took place at 11.35am.
“Of the 11 injured, the condition of two people is said to be critical while the rest are stable,”
he said.
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Senior police officials said that the body of a security guard, identified as Ganesh Lal, was
found by locals and family members a little short of 9 AM on July 19. Officers said that Lal
was likely electrocuted to death at night, as he had stopped responding to phone calls, which
in turn led to family members and locals going looking for him. Uttarakhand Power
Corporation Limited (UPCL) officials said that Lal’s death was likely caused by an electricity
leak in the wiring of the Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP).

The Namami Gange plant, that treats the flow of waste from the town into the
Alaknanda, is part of the national integrated conservation mission approved by the

Union government in 2014, to prevent pollution at source, and the conservation and the
rejuvenation of the Ganga.
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Magisterial probe ordered into
16 electrocution deaths in state

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami has
ordered a magisterial inquiry
into the 16 electrocution deaths
at the Namami Gange project
site on the banks of Alaknanda
River in Chamoli district on
‘Wednesday.
Sixteen people, including a
-sub-inspector and three home
guard jawans, died and 11 were
injured after getting electro-
cuted.

On the instructions of the CM,
Chamoli district magistrate
Himanshu Khurana has asked
‘the additional district magistrate
Chamoli to conduct a detailed
inquiry into the incident and
submit his report within a week.

Dhami also announced a
compensation of ¥ 5 lakh to the
kin of the deceased and ¥ 1lakh
compensation to those injured
in the incident R

NK Joshi, district disaster
management officer Chamoli,
said 15 people have died in the
incident. “Of the 11 injured, six in
severe condition were airlifted to
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in Rishikesh.
The remaining five were
being treated at the district hos-
pital in Gopeshwar, where the
district headquarters is located,”
he said.

The deceased include Pramod
Kumar, Pradeep Singh
Rawat(sub-inspector), Deepak
Kumar (home guard), Mukundi
Ram, Sumit Aswal, Surendra
Kumar, Devendra Mahendra
Lal, Surendra Rawat, Sukhdev
Das, Gopal Singh Bastwal (home
guard,), Sobat Lal (home guard),
Yogendra (in charge Namaml
Ganga sewerage treatment
plant), Vipin and Manoj Kumar.

Chamoli Circle officer Pramod
Shah said a security guard of the
project, Ganesh Lal, was first
electrocuted and found dead in
the morning. “When police and
villagers arrived at the project
sitd\for panchnama, they were
electrocuted i
side raili

Th

s an under-construc-

tio! ami Ganga sewerage

treatment plant, which was set
up in 2019.

According to eyewitnesses,
after the security guard was
found dead, many locals, family
members of the guard, along
with police reached the site for
Panchnama. “When people
touched the side railing, they
immediately received a huge
shock. There was confusion ini-
tially regarding what happened
and how many people died.
First, we thought people had just
fainted. We could never imagine
that so many people will die,”
said Raghu Verma, a resident of
Chamoli

Additional director general of
police (Law and Order) V Muru-
gesan said, “One sub-inspector
and three home guards are
among 15 deceased who died in
the incident.” R

Following the incident, CM
Dhami flew from Dehradun to
Chamoli. However, his Chopper
couldn't land in Chamoli due to
‘bad weather and he returned to
Dehradun.

Before leaving for Chamoli,
‘Dhami tweeted, “T am leaving for
on-the-spot inspection of the
extremely heartbreaking acci-
dent in Chamoli. My condolen-
ces are with the bereaved fami-
lies.. in this hour of crisis our
government stands firmly with
the family members of accident-
affected people”.

“Extremely painful news has
been received of many casualties
due to electrocution in Cham-
oli... A magisterial inquiry has
‘been ordered into this unfortu-
nate incident. I pray to God for
peace to thedeparted souls and
speedy recovery of the injured.”

State health minister Dhan
Singli Rawat said he was in
touch with all officials con-
cerned for coordination between
various agencies.

Officials aware of the develop-
ments said Union home minister
Amit Shah also called the CM

. bhami and enquired about the

Chamoli incident. He told the
Union home minister that the
injured have been airlifted to
AIIMS Rishikesh by a helicopter.
The PMO has also been
informed about the incident.

Six critically injured were airlifted from Chamoli to AIIMS Rishikesh on Wednesday.

HTPHOTO

Cong questions power supply even
after tragedy, demands strict action

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: While raising
questions over the power supply
which continued even after the
electrocution of the security
guard, Congress state president
Karana Mahara has demanded
a high-level inquiry into the
accident, action against the cul-
prits, immediate compensation
to affected family members and
a government job to one family
member, people familiar with
the matter said.

Mahara expressed his deep
condolences to the bereaved
families. He said that in
this heart-wrenching accident,
15 people have died and
many have been seriously
injured. .

Expressing condolences on
the death of NSUI worker Sumit
Aswal in the accident, Mahara

.expressed condolences to his

family. He said Sumit Aswal
was a good worker of the Con-

gress party whose death caused
irreparable damage to the party.
“All of us are equal partners in
this hour of grief with all the
affected families”, he said.

Mahara alleged that there
was gross negligence by the offi-
cials.concerned. “When a per-
son has died of electrocution,
the power supply should have
been immediately stopped. Ata
time when heavy rains are lash-_
ing the state, strict security
arrangements should have been
made while working on such
projects”, he said

Mahara said he has also
instructed a delegation of Con-
gressmen under the leadership
of district Congress committee
president Mukesh Negi to take
stock of the situation at the inci-
dent site and reach out to family

. members of the victims for any

help.

Manveer Singh Chouhan,
state BJP media in charge said
that Congress instead of sup-
porting the gavernment at the

time of such tragedies, starts
politicising the issue and attack-
ing the government.

“When we came to know
state party president Mahendra
Bhatt and chicf minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami left for the
spot by helicopter but had to
return due to bad weather.

+ Bhatt inquired about the relief

work from the district adminis-
tration and also instructed the
lecal party workers to help in
the relief work. Bhatt then
reached to AIIMS Rishikesh to
inquire abhout the condition of
the injured”.

He said that chief minister
Dhaimni has already announced
an inquiry into the i
ncident.

“Whoever is guilty in this
incident will ~not be
spared. No one can make up for
the loss of those who lost their
loved ones in this accideng. State
government and the organisa-
tion are standing with tiem in
this hour of grief,” he said.

By 9.30am, a crgwd hgd gathered near the spot where Lal’s body was discovered, that
included locals, his .fam}ly and security personnel. Two hours later, they were still there with
the personnel holding inquest proceedings. “Around 11.30am, the police and the villagers

that were at the site conducting the panchnama (an inquest report) were electrocuted when
they touched the side railing,” said Chamoli circle officer Pramod Shah.

Eyewitnesses said that those who died were in contact with a steel railing that runs alongside
the treatment plant and all of them received a huge shock. “There was pandemonium. People

just coll?lpsed and we thought people had fainted. We never imagined that so many people
would die,” said Raghu Sharma, a Chamoli resident.
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UPCL officials said that prima facie electricity was leaking through the internal wiring of the
STP, coursing through the railing and other equipment and there was no transformer blast.
Officials from the agency traded allegations with the Jal Sansthan, the department in charge
of the STP, accusing them of not giving them information that an electrocution incident had
taken place earlier in the morning. Officials of the Jal Sansthan however said that while they
would hold an internal inquiry, it was the UPCL that should have known there was an
electrical fault, particularly as Lal had been killed through a likely electric shock before the
incident at 11.30am.

Within hours of the accident, Uttarakhand chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami ordered a
magisterial inquiry. An official statement by district magistrate, Chamoli, Himanshu
Khurana said, “According to the information received today on July 19, some people lost
their lives due to electrocution at approximately 11.30am at the Namami Gange project in
Chamoli. A magisterial inquiry is absolutely necessary, and I nominate Dr Abhishek Tripathi,
additional district magistrate, Chamoli, to hold the magisterial investigation.”

The magisterial probe into the Chamoli electrocution incident found that non compliance of
electrical safety standards, including improper earthing and non installation of suitable
moulded case circuit breaker (MCCB) at the Gopeshwar STP by the operating joint venture
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company led to the tragedy on July 19, 2023 in which 16 people lost their lives and many
others were injured.

Patiala-based Jai Bhushan Malik Contractors and Coimbatore-based Confident Engineering
India, the two firms operating and maintaining the treatment plant in Uttarakhand and
elsewhere in the country should be blacklisted, Chamoli additional district magistrate
Abhishek Tripathi recommended in his magisterial report.

“We found two main reasons for the Chamoli electrocution — improper earthing system and
non-installation of MCCB (moulded case circuit breaker) at the STP,” Tripathi said. “I have
recommended blacklisting of the joint venture companies all over the country. I have also
recommended departmental action against the concerned officials of Jal Sansthan (water
supply) and Uttarakhand Power Corporation.” There was no proper monitoring of the joint
venture company’s work and there was lack of coordination between the water and power
suppliers, he added. The probe also found invoices presented to the Jal Sansthan by the
company were suspicious.
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“By not complying with the electrical supply safety standards, not deploying adequate
personnel at the STP, the joint venture company violated its agreement/contract with the Jal
Nigam and Jal Sansthan,” the magisterial report said.

Appropriate punitive action should be taken against the joint venture company and one
Bhaskar Mahajan, the report said. Departmental action should also be taken against
concerned officials of Jal Sansthan, who failed to monitor the company’s work appropriately
and cleared suspicious bills, it said. The report also recommended electricity safety audits of
all sewage treatment plants so that such incidents could be avoided in the future.
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DEHRADUMN: The miagisterial
probe into the Chamoli electro-
cution incident has found that
non-compliance of electrical
safety standards. including
improper earthing, and non-in-
-stallation of suitable molded
case circuit breaker (WMICCE) at
the Gopeshwar sewerage treat—
ment plant (STP) by the operat,
ing joint venture corm pany 1
to the tragedy omn July 19,

HT has accessed the probe
report submitted on Friday.
. Sixteen people died and 127
were injured due to electrocu-
tion in the Chamoli electrocue-
tion incident.
Chamoli additional district
magistrate (ADN) Abhishek
Tripathi. who conducted ithe
probe. recommended in his
report blacklisting of Patiala-
based Jai Bhushan Malik Comn-
tractors and Coimbatore-based
Confident Enginecring India
Pwt. Lod. the owo firms which

ing the STP, in Urtarakhand.
The report also recormanend the
companies be blacklisted all
owver country by the appropri-
ate aunthorities. -
The report said., "Earthing
systern wasn't proper at the
STP, resulting in a short circuit
in the changeowver panel and
\ ecarthing Ffault in the control
| panel and main panel. When
The short circuit occurred, the
] current spread in the iron
= structure and railing. A suaita-
- ble molded case circuit brealker
| (IVECCEB) wrasmn’t installed
beyond the meter, instead a
‘changecover was in ase.””

ADNM Tripathi said., "We
found mwo main reasons for the
Charmoli electrocution =
improper earthing systerm and

| non-installation of MCCEB at the
= STP. 1 hawve recommended
blacklisting of the joint veniure
company all over the countrs. I
F hawve also recommended
H . departmental action against
! the concoerned officials of JFal
¥ Sansthan and Uttarakhand
| Power Corporation Limited
(UPCL).” i
There was nod Pproper muomi-
toring of the joint venture CoOrm-—
pany's work, and there. swas
Tack of coordination between
TPCL and Jal Sansthan. the
report said.
| The probe also found the
|
]

hills presented to the Jal San-
sthan by the company “suspi-

ciows™.
4 By not complying with the
| electrical supply safety stan-
L dards, and not deployving ade-
quate personncl at the STFP. the
Joint venture Corm RPany wiolated
e Feement/contract with e

were operating and maintain- .

| bl ®

Sixteen people dicd due to electrocution at the Gopeshwanr
sewerage treatment plant in Chamoli district.

ADN RECONMMNMIENIDIDS
BILACKILISTING O1F
TN CONPANTIES
OPERATING THE x
SEWERAGE PLANT

Jal WNigam and Jfal Sansthan,”™
the report stated .

The rveport said Bhaskar
Mahajan, director of Axis
Power Controls, Delhi. wasn’'t
an aurthorised person for the
joint venture company but still
was involwved in the STP worlk,
and recommended the black-
listing of the Axis Power Coni-
trols, Delbi. -

In other recommendations.
the AN said the contract with
the joint venture should be can-
celled and all expenses and
repair costs till the contract
Exwpiry should be Tecovered
from the company. The bank
suarantee of joint venture corm-
pany amounting to JI1LO0.75

» lalkch, wwhich is valid till July 31,
2023, should be confiscated,
the report recommended.

The Teport also suggested
appropriate Tegal punitive
action against joint venoure
company, Bhaskar Mahajan
and departmental action
against officials concerned of
Jal Sansthan who failed to
monitor the company's work
appropriately and paid suspi-
cious bills given by the joint
wenture Cormpany.

Sction has also been sought
against Jal Sansthan and TTPCL.
officials concerned for lack of
coordination between the twwo
sovernment agencies.

The probe also rTecCoOTii-
“mended electricity safety awdit
of all STPs. so that a Chamoli-
like incidents can be prevented.

The AN on Friday submic-
ted the report of the magisterial
imguiry into the elecrrocution
imcident.

Omn the instructions of the

HT PHOTO

chiefl minisver Pushliar Singh
Dhrami. Chanaoli D Himansha
Khurana had ordered the ADDNWD
to conduct a detailed inmguiry
inte the incident and submit
his report within a week.-

Four people have beern
arrested so far in connocction
writh the incident.

The police omn July 24
arrested one Bhaskar Wiahajarn,
an official of the joint venture
company handling the opera—
tion and maintenance of the
sewerage treatrment plant
(STP).

On July 21 ewvening, the
police had arrested three peo-—
Pple in connection with the inci-
dent a day after thhe Chamaoli
Ppolice registercd a case against
the supervisor of a joint-wen-
ture firm outsourced for opera—
tion and maintenance of the
sewerage trearment plant (ST
located on the banks of thhe Ala-
kKnandsa Mamarmi Gange
scherme.

They were identificd as
etaraldhancd Jal Sansthamn addi-
tional Aassistant cengineer
Hardew Lal, joint—wenture Com -
Panyw supcervisor Pawarn
Chamola, and Ottarakhand
FPower Corporation Limited
(UPCLY lineman Mahendra
Singh. =
- O July 20, a first informa-
tion report (FIR) was registered
under Section 304 {(culpable
homicide Mot amouniing o
murder) of the IPC and relevant
sections of the Dangerous
™iachines (Regulartion) Act,
1983, against Chamola and
other unidentified officials of
the joint ventare.

The STP with a capacity of
0.5 megalitres per day was set
up under the Namami Gange
project in 2019 and handed
over to the Uttarakhand Jal
Sansthan in 2021 for supervi-
sion. with elecur ity prowvided
o it by the Uttarci-hacd Powers
Corporation Limited (LUIPCL)-

3. The temple sinking at Gopinath, Gopeshwar, Chamoli District

As reported in the June 2023 UDAS report, temple sinking reports had emerged from the
Gopinath Mandir that is located in Gopeshwar in Chamoli district. Vyapar Sangh members
and the head priest of the temple had escalated the matter to the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) and district authorities. ASI had refuted the tilting but agreed that some stones in
the temple had been sinking and these would be replaced. Apart from this, the drainage

system will be improved.

In the latest developments, a team of ASI recently found foul smelling sewage inside the
sanctum sanctorum of the Gopianth temple, which it said is a serious threat to the sanctity of
the 11th century shrine. The temple is the winter abode of Lord Rudranath, regarded as an

incarnation of Shiva.

According to rules no construction can be allowed within 100 metres of any ASI protected
monument. However, several houses were found to have been built all around the temple
premises, very close to its boundary. ASI officials said they had written to the district
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administration about the grave concern of waterlogging and damaged sewer lines near the
temple, due to which sewage has reached the sanctum sanctorum.
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owever,

houses were found to

have been built all
around the temple premises,
wvery close to its boundary
AST officials said they had
written to the district ad-
ministration
i “grave concern of waterlog-
! ging and damaged sewer
“  line mear the temple, due to
which sewage has reached
the garbhagriha (sanctum
sanctorum)’. = -

o

drainage ro

P Continued from P1

sewerage line also reached

' Sewage from houses
enters Ilith century temple

Pankul.Sharma
@timesgroup.cam

Dehradun: A team of the
Archaeological Surwvey of
India (ASI) recently found
foul-smelling sewage inside
the sanctum sanctorum of

peshwar in Chamoli dis-
trict, which it said is a “se-
rious threat to the sanctity
of the 11th century shrine™.
Thetemple is thewinterabo-
wwde of Hord Rudranath, regar-
dadasan incarnation of Shi-

- . vA. The Rudranath temple is.
among the five temples of
~the Panch Kedar circuit,
which includes Hedarriath'-

“pCcontinuedon P 4 e

The Gopinath temple is the winter
abode of Lord Rudranath, regard-
ed as an incarnation of Shiva .
andTungnath. — -~ — I _
According  to-rules, no
construction can be allowed
within 100 ineters of any >
ASI-protected monumeijt.

1 ASI team suggests new \

Saini demied that sewage

several

about the The temple is situated at
Gopeshar in Chamoli SDM said. District disaster
management officer MNand

ute for temple

had flown into the temple
and claimed to have been
there during inspection by
the ASI team. He, however,
said some complaints re-
garding sewer line damage
have been received. “If we
find any damage, it will be
repaired immediatelw” the

shrine was tilting, told TOI,
“The temple hasn't been
damaged as such due to the
rains but sewage entering
inside and the waterlogging

open spaceon one side of the

Kishore Joshi said that the
temple is located on a flat
land in a low-lying area and
the human habitation that
developed on the slopes of

matter of concern,” he said.

Temple priest Harish

Bhatttold TOIthat the sewer there is a matter of grave surrounding mountains

line has been laid “‘in such a concern. The water has been may have led to water end-
:  wrong manner that if some- Pumped out for now, but a ingup inside the complex.
i day it gets damaged, sewage Ppermanent selution is need- “Some of the houses
:  of the entire city will fill the ed. The main drainage has builtright next to the temple
: temple premises”. “When it been encroached upon by lo- are several decades old.
: rained heavily not only rain cal people by building However, the speed at which
: wvaten but sewage from the houses.” ““We have found an houses are being construct-
H ed in that area is definitely a

i

chaeoclogist

F

thejhaleri(extended area of
the sanctum sanctorum),”™
he said. Superintending ar-
of Dehradun
circl MManoj Saxena, who
led a feam to Gopeshwar to

b, take Htock of the situation
5 er locals alleged that the

Meanwhile,

this regard,” Saxena added.

sional magistrate Deepalk

temple complex and a new
drainage line can be con- AST officials also said that
structed in that direction. A
letter has been sent to the done on the temple to protedt
district administration in it once monscon is over

chemical coating work will be

thercof of the temple's porch,
sub-divi- called Sukhnas, will be cov-
ered with a new canopy:

4. Landslides at Mansa Devi hill threaten safety of 50,000 locals

The recurring landslides and land erosion from Mansa Devi hill during the monsoon season
have become a grave concern for the safety of 50,000 residents residing in residential
colonies such as Brahmapuri, Khadkhnadi, Nayi Basi, Jogia Mandi and Bhimgoda.

Over the past month, the Dehradun Haridwar railway track has been closed on four
occasions due to debris, and the continuous erosion and landslides pose a threat to two
British era railway tunnels. In light of these risks, the district magistrate of Haridwar has
urgently written to the disaster management secretary, requesting the formation of an expert

committee to assess the situation in the area.
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EFoiariddswaan: The
landslides and Iand erosion
firorm Mansa Dewi mmoluntain
during ithe ImonNnsoorn Seasoll
Travwve becormme a grave CoOlmncCer Il
for the safety of S0.000 resi-
dents residing in residemntial
colonices such =-vs Brhasmgouari,
Hhadlkhadi. WNayi Basi, Jogia
WIaridi, and Bhirmgoda, Ower
the past imontia, thhe Dehradurn-
Haridwar railway track has

been closed on four occasions.

due to debris., and the contin-
mous erosion and landslides ad-

Cso pose ;& threat to o British-

era railway tunmnmels. ITn light of
theserisks. thedisirictimagist-
rate (DM} of Haridwar has vr-
gently wiritten to the disaster
ImMAamAamerrvet secretaxry rme-
guesting the formation of an
expert cormmitites to assess the
situation in the area.

Prashant Fauaarrmar, a local,

recurring

The danger POoses
sigmificamt thhreat to
pilogrimTm s, as the -
affected areas are
close to populiar
destinations suci
as Har-Hi-FPawri,
MWMiansa Dewi temple
and local maritets

Zblﬂ experts have emphasised
the need for a fHesh assessrnient
i Jight of the cha_l'Igmg corucli-

,L;;;aslides at MarrTs=aa
INevi hill threaten
safety of SOk locals

Mars eh Dewvwan Shelly

tions. FHowewer:, addressings the
i issue of rmountain treatmentis
disrupting d=abily life. complicated., as thhe area falls
wvmicder thhe jurisdiction of the
Rajaji Tiger Reserwve, arnd ern-

i . "FEwerwy tirrae it rams, de-

""“'“"Hmllllnlmunmm.mqu....“

spite multiple appeals to the croachrmerst further e acer—
authorities, mno action has been . bates the probler.
- I THaridwar, Dh irad

taken so far "

The danger is ot only cor-
fFmned to the locals but also pos-
es a significant threat to pil-
Zrimmes, as the affected areas are
close o popular destinations
like Har-Ki-FPauri, Wians=a Dewi
termple, axrcd local miarkets.
Even the Wishmnu Ghat area, -

H buas edestrian route to Flarlci
: j 5 ¥ has bhbeemn impacted by
is. Vwhile rislt ass t=
rdircted Iy [sluls]
R

5. The sinking of Mastadi village, Uttarkashi District

Singh Garbyal, told TWOI, ""VWWe
are tﬂ]{mg this mmatter wery se-
ard a letter has been
igher officials to dis-
= of geologists for- a
spectiorn of the
explore poter-
n, FlEeasures. iy

in the next feww dan St
WEIE ST consistenf_ly =¥
debris fHirorn thhe affec

e

Residents of Mastadi are getting very alarmed as the situation with land subsidence and
cracks in their homes is worsening. Water is seeping inside and fresh cracks have appeared
in houses, suspected to be caused by land subsidence following heavy rain.

As reported in June 2023 UDAS report land subsidence activity started in the region after
the 1991 earthquake. Satyanarayan Semwal, Gram Pradhan of Mastadi had said, "It is
distressing to witness fresh cracks and we are worried about what lies ahead."

He had added that "The government should take some action. At the very least, families
residing in the approximately 30 severely affected houses should be relocated." A team of
geologists had surveyed the village way back in 1997 and advised immediate measures to
counter the issue of land subsidence. However, "no concrete action has been taken to address

the problem to date", local residents said.
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A geological department team from Dehradun along with the district administration officials
conducted a survey of Mastadi village in July end 2023. The team collected samples of soil to
determine the causes behind the cracks. The geological team will submit the report to the

government after which further action will be taken.

-
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Strrvey conducted as nesw
cracks appear in 2 Vlllages

HT Correspondent ~ e

letters@hindustantimes com

MUSSOORIE: The gecological
department team from ceh-
radun along with district admin-
isration officials conducted a
survey of Mastadi and Kujjian vil-
lage in Uttarkashi district where
the houses and agricultural
fields hawve developed cracks.
The team also collected sarm-
ples of soil to determine the
cause behind the cracks, people
Ffamiliar with the matter said.
The geologists reached the

two villages and collected samm—-

ples of soil and interacted with'
the residents from two villages
on Friday and Saturday.

Devendra Patwal, district dis-
aster managenicnt officer
Uttarkashi said, * The tearm omn
the directions of district magis-
trate MAbhishek Ruhela con-
ducted the survew of the tvwo wil-
lages and collected several sam-—
ples of soil of the area.”™

The geological survey tearm

| wrill submit the report to the gov-

ernment after which further
action will be taken accordingly.,
he added.

The residents alleged that the
cracks have started developlng
after a tunnel for Lohari TV
hydro project was ccnsl:ructed
below the two villages.

Ram Singh., a resident of Kun-
jan wvillage said. " Due to recent
rdains the cracks in more than 20
houses have widened and they
now face a threat to their life and
properiy.”

The residents of Mastadi wvil-
lage said that the »water was
seeping inside their houses and

+w hawve to live outside the

e
]‘E{:.)usc as a precautionary rmeas- 3

Once the report is submitted
to the government the worlk of

. technical agencies, such as Cen-

The geo!ogsts collected samples of soil and 1nterad:ten:lv.-1:h. the

residents frrom the two villages on Friday and Saturday. HT PHOTO
safety and treatment of the two and IIT Roorkee conducted stud-
willages will be started, added ™ ies on the sinking town and sub-
Patwal. mitted their report to the
In 1997, geclogists conducted MNational Disaster Managerment

a survey in the village and sug- Anuthority (NDWLA.
gested that the willagers be In January this year, HT had
mowved out to a safer location reported In Uttarkashi district,
besides recommending some Sarnaul village in Barkot Tehsil
other protective measures. in witnessing cracks in the
In July. a fresh crack had houses of villagers. According to
appeared near a residential Sarita Devi, Gram Pradhan Sar-
building in subsidence-hit Joshi- naul village said duc to heawvy
rains cracks developed in many

math, sparking concerns among
residents and the administration - houses, forcing many families to
that the problem might worsen shift elsewhere.

0 o

during the monsoon. In Hadyari village of Uttark-
At least 868 residential build- ashi district located on the rim of
ings and other structures devel- Tehri Hydro project reservoir is
oped cracks in the first week of also facing landslides with sew-
January. On January 25, eight eral houses developing cracks,
especially the landslide that

tral Building Research Institute occurred in the area in 2021,
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6. July 2023 Uttarakhand Disaster and Damage Diary

The month of July has brought torrential rains to Uttarakhand, causing wide spread

damages, devastation and destruction.

As per state government data, 72 people have died and 179 injured in the monsoon period
due to natural disasters and road accidents (15 June till 28 July, 2023). The maximum
casualties have been reported from Uttarkashi and Haridwar. 443 animals have also died

during this period.

According to the natural disaster report of the State Emergency Operation Centre (SEOC), 29
people have lost their lives in the natural disasters - landslides being the biggest killer - in the
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last one and a half months. Of the 29 fatalities, 19 were reported from 8 July, 2023 onwards.

8,580 hectares of agricultural land has been affected due to the floods. Of this, the maximum

i.e 8,507 hectares is in the district of Haridwar.
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GauravTalwar@timesgroup.com

Dehradun; As many as 72
people have been killed in nat-
ural disasters and road acei-
dents since the start of rains
this vear (June 15) in Uttarak-
‘hand, state government data
hasrevealed.

Acpording to the nataral
disaster report of the State
Emergency Operation Centre
(SEOC), 29 people have lost
their lives in natural disasters
~_landslides being the biggest
killer — in the last one-and-a-
half months. Of the 29 fatali-
ties, 19 were reported in the

_last 20 days. On June 14, TOI
had reported that overadozen
people were killed and three
went missing after they were

t by falling boulders in the

RSt amantt Heridwar etk
have been the worst affected

72 dead in natural disasters,
road accidents since June' 15

Flla photo

‘Need to boost flood
forecasting system’

Secmtaryinstatedisaster o

management department,
Ranjit Sinha, on Thursday said
there is a need to strengthen
flood forecasting systemsin -

' low-lying areas to detect

threatening events in advance,
ata rraeiaft:lngad:5:|3|:=ﬂ=.rt,arl1 at TN

hills, al‘tarmerelyfuurdmfsof
haawram[a]lmtheatate.
Besides, 32peoplehwesm-
fered injuries in these inei-
dents, with the majority of
them being reported since Ju-
Iy 10, when rain-triggered nat-
ural disasters increased in the

worst affected, with fGve
deaths each. Dehradun wit-
nessed three deaths due to nat-
ural disasters, while Chamoli
and Rudraprayag witnessed
twodeaths each. Asfarasroad
accidents are concernet, 43

jured since June 15
according to SEQC data.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group engaged in
communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the Himalayan state of
Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with the institutions of Government of
India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as research & academic

institutions, community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade
bodies, schools & colleges in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable urbanisation and a
basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal
Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email ; contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional. In case

any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available for events that
are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at email id

contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in subsequent versions
of the monthly reports of UDAS.
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