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About UDAS Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by

Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for

Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document disasters and

accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties. UDAS is based on

media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news

portals. UDAS neither attempts nor claims to document all disasters and all accidents in

Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to document major casualties and non-casualty events on a

regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters, the

ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more

steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a document that

highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster management and accident

minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers, bureaucracy,

research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society organizations, media and the

citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations on the

subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a

greater focus on the issue, there is likely to be an improvement in the process of planning of

climate actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.

1. March 2023 update : Joshimath “sinking”

Compared to the months of January and February 2023, the situation in Joshimath in March

2023 appeared to be comparatively less volatile. The biggest issues coming out of Joshimath

in March 2023 related to compensation for rehabilitation and the need for housing for those

families that were impacted due to the sinking phenomenon.

Times of India had reported on March 28, 2023 that relief funds were disbursed to only 10%

affected families. Over two months after the Uttarakhand government sanctioned Rs 45

crores as immediate relief for the people of subsidence affected Joshimath, the process of

disbursement of relief money is proceeding at a snail's pace.

Apart from relief distribution, the prefabricated houses being made to accommodate affected

families in Joshimath have not received much response from the residents of Joshimath. Till
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March 20, 2023 only five 2BHK houses had been made in Dhak by the Rural Works

Department of the state govt.

Till now the govt has distributed Rs 8.3 crore as one time settlement under the Joshimath

rehabilitation policy to 31 families, which is just around 10% of the total identified families

that are affected. Affected families are also being forced to run from pillar to post to get

necessary no objection certificates and clearances for seeking monetary relief under the

rehabilitation policy. Residents are apparently being asked to get 12 NOCs from banks in

Joshimath, Jal Sansthan, electricity departments and municipality regarding house

construction. Residents have further claimed that the process of applying and getting the

compensation money under the rehabilitation policy has become strenuous.
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The construction of the Helanf Marwari bypass under the Char Dham all weather project

which was suspended by the Chamoli administration in the first week of January 2023

following the aggravation of the Joshimath land crisis continues to remain in limbo for

nearly three months. The concerned authorities are still waiting for the report of IIT Roorkee

to decide if the restart of the bypass project would aggravate the land crisis problem.
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2. January to March 2023 : Between Earthquakes

Earthquakes were recorded on every 4th day during the time period of January to March

2023. The following are the details for some earthquakes that were reported during this

period

a) 20 January, 2023 : 2.8 magnitude in Dehradun

b) 22 January, 2023 : 3.8 magnitude in Pithoragarh

c) 25 January, 2023 : 2.1 magnitude in Pithoragarh

d) 29 January, 2023 : 2.0 magnitude in Chamoli

e) 10 February, 2023 : 2.5 magnitude in Rudraprayag

f) 20 February, 2023 : 2.5 magnitude in Bageshwar
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g) 24 February, 2023 : 2.5 magnitude in Pithoragarh

h) 2 March, 2023 : 2.4 magnitude in Pauri

i) 2 March, 2023 : 2.6 magnitude in Bageshwar

j) Three earthquakes, all of slight intensity jolted the seismically vulnerable Uttarkashi

district within twelve hours on Sunday, March 5, 2023. The first, a 2.5 magnitude tremor was

recorded at 12.45 AM in the intervening night of March 4 and March 5. Another quake with

very low intensity followed soon after. The third tremor was recorded at 10.10 AM on March

5 with a 1.8 magnitude.

k) 6 March, 2023 : 2.2 magnitude in Pithoragarh

l) 8 March, 2023 : 2.1 magnitude in Pithoragarh

m) 13 March, 2023 : 2.1 magnitude in Chamoli

n) 15 March, 2023 : 2.3 magnitude in Uttarkashi

o) 16 March, 2023 : 2.1 magnitude in Nainital

p) 19 March, 2023 : 2.1 magnitude in Rudraprayag

3. March 25, 2023 : 350 goats struck dead by lightning in Uttarkashi

Around 350 goats were struck dead by lightning in a forest at Mathanau Tok near Khattukhal

village in Dunda development block of Uttarkashi. Shepherds in the Barsu region take their

goats to the hilly areas for grazing when the summer starts. On Saturday, March 25, 2023

villagers Ram Bhagat Singh, Pratham Singh and Sanjeev Rawat were on their way to the

forest with their 1200 sheep and goats when the tragedy struck.

Tehsildar Dunda Pratap Singh Chauhan said information about the death of goats due to

lightning has been received and he has informed the district administration and veterinary

department about the matter.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group engaged in

communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the Himalayan state of

Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with the institutions of Government of

India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as research & academic

institutions, community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade

bodies, schools & colleges in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable urbanisation and a

basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional. In case

any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available for events that

are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at email id

contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in subsequent versions

of the monthly reports of UDAS.

March 2023 - UDAS Report by SDC Foundation, Uttarakhand

6

mailto:contactsdcuk@gmail.com
mailto:anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

