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About UDAS Monthly Reports:

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by Dehradun-based

environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for Communities (SDC)

Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document disasters and accidents in

Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties. UDAS is based on media reports in

respectable publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAS

neither attempts nor claims to document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus

instead is to document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters, the

ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more steps to

increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a document that highlights

attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster management and accident minimization

policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers, bureaucracy,

research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society organizations, media and the

citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations on the subjects

of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater

focus on the issue, there is likely to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate

actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.

1. October 4 : 29 deaths due to avalanche at Draupdi-Ka-Danda II Peak,

Uttarkashi District

A team of 41 people, 34 trainees and seven instructors from the Nehru Institute of

Mountaineering (NIM), were hit by an avalanche around 8.45 AM on October 4, 2022 near

the Dokrani Bamak glacier while returning from high-altitude navigation on the

Draupdi-Ka-Danda II peak. Finally, 29 people were declared dead. At the time of writing this

report, 27 bodies had been recovered while 2 bodies were yet to be traced. Among the

deceased was ace mountaineer Savita Kanswal, 26, who earlier this year became the first

Indian woman to climb Mount Everest and Mount Makalu in just 16 days and set a national

record.
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Draupadi-KaDanda-II peak in Uttarkashi district had no history of avalanches in the past

three decades and is considered among the safest for conducting mountaineering training.

The site is considered safe for many reasons, it has a wide valley with close access from the

road. Due to slow or gradual altitude gain, most mountaineers manage to reach higher

altitudes or even the summit. In this process, they get acclimatized to the altitude and

weather. The site is located 5,670 meters above sea level in Garhwal Himalayas.

NIM had in the past explored four to five other sites — including those near Kedarnath and

other locations in Gangotri – but ruled them out for training purposes due to potential risks of

shooting rocks, narrow valleys restricting chopper ferries in case of emergency, hard slopes

and difficult trails and hostile terrain to allow passage of mules or porters to carry support

materials for the mountaineers.
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2. October 4, 2022 : 34 deaths in a bus accident in Pauri district

A bus that was part of a marriage procession fell into a 500-meter-deep gorge at around 8.00

PM on October 4, 2022 near Simdi village on the Rikhnikhal-Bironkhal road in Dhumakot

area in Pauri district. The driver had lost control of the vehicle during a turn. There was no

proper parapet at the accident site. The bus was on its way from Laldhang in Haridwar to

Kanda Talla in Pauri district for a wedding.
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It was reported that overloading was also one of the causes for the accident. There were 52

passengers in the bus with a seating capacity of 32. The bus was not stopped or checked in any

place either by Uttarakhand Police or Transport Dept. Thirty-one bodies were retrieved while

two injured succumbed on the way to the hospital. The Uttarakhand government announced

ex-gratia relief to all the affected families: Rs 2 lakh for death, Rs 1 lakh for serious injury and

Rs 50,000 for less severe injury. There were 18 injured people. As per reports in local media

towards the end of October 2022, the final death tally in the road accident was 34 people.
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3. October 18, 2022 : 7 deaths in a helicopter crash in Kedarnath area in

Rudraprayag district

Seven people, including the pilot, died after a helicopter ferrying pilgrims back from

Kedarnath shrine crashed midway before reaching the base station near Garud Chatti on

October 18. Eyewitnesses alleged that the chopper took off even when there was poor viability

in the valley due to dense fog. They claimed that the helicopters in Kedar Valley ferry people

even when the weather is bad and are playing with the lives of people. In this case, the

chopper hit a hillock amid dense fog and crashed within seconds after taking off near Garud

Chatti which is barely two km from Kedarnath.
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According to the Uttarakhand government officials, the incident took place between Lincholi

and Garud Chatti minutes after the helicopter took off from the helipad built at Kedarnath

shrine. The rescue teams were immediately rushed to the spot. The helicopter was a Bell-407

VT-RPN owned by Aryan aviation. Due to fog, there was less visibility and the helicopter

crashed after colliding with a hill. Those who died include Anil Singh, the 58-year-old pilot,

and three pilgrims each from Tamil Nadu and Gujarat.

As many as 9 private chopper services are operational to ferry pilgrims to Kedarnath from

various bases built in Guptkashi, Phata and Sirsi areas in Rudraprayag district. This year, 1.50

lakh pilgrims have taken helicopter services to Kedarnath during the 6 month Char Dham

Yatra.

4. October 22, 2022 : 4 deaths in a house collapse due to landslide in Paingarh

village, Tharali block in Chamoli district

Four members of a family died and two others were injured as three houses collapsed in

Paingarh village, Tharali block of Chamoli district due to landslides on October 22, 2022

According to locals, the mishap occurred around 2.15 AM as a huge boulder fell on a house
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and killed four. Two adjacent houses were also damaged in the incident though no one was

injured.

Locals said that Diwali preparations were underway in the village and that the tragedy has cast

a pall of gloom over them. A villager said 70 families live in the area that has witnessed several

landslides and rain-related accidents in the recent past. Paingarh is around 12 km from

Tharali and the motorable road ends 3 km before the village. As a result, its residents have to

trek for the remaining distance to reach their homes.

Teams of National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster Response Force (SDRF),

State Police and Revenue Police rushed to the spot. It took over three hours to clear the debris

and bring out the four bodies. The condition of the two injured was said to be serious. From

Tharali CHC, they were referred to another health center for better treatment. The victims

were identified as Devanand Sati (57), his sister Buchli Devi (75), brother Dhananad (45) and

Dhanand's wife Sunita Devi (37).
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5. October 1, 2022: Avalanche in Kedarnath Region

A massive avalanche occurred in the Kedar Peak area of Chorabari glacial lake region, around

6-7 kilometers away from Kedarnath shrine in Rudraprayag district on October 1, 2022. No

loss of life, property or increase in the water level in the Saraswati River, a tributary of

Mandakini River that flows through the Kedarnath shrine, was reported. An avalanche was

reported in the same region on September 22 last month.

6. October 2, 2022 : Earthquake in Uttarkashi District

An earthquake measuring 2.5 on the Richter scale struck Uttarkashi district on October 2,

2022 according to the National Center for Seismology (NCS). The earthquake occurred

around 10.43 AM, 5 km beneath the surface of the earth and the epicenter was in the forest

area near Nald village in Barahat range of Bhatwari Tehsil. No casualties were reported.

An earthquake measuring 3.6 on the Richter scale jolted Uttarkashi district on July 24 with an

epicenter 10 kilometers beneath the surface of the earth and before that the district had

reported an earthquake measuring 2.7 on the Richter scale on July 19. On May 11, an

earthquake measuring 4.6 was felt in Pithoragarh district while on April 3 an earthquake

measuring 4 was felt in Uttarkashi district. On February 17, tremors measuring 3.3 were felt in

Chamoli district. On February 12, an earthquake measuring 4.1 hit Uttarkashi district. On

February 6, an earthquake measuring 4.1 hit Uttarkashi district while tremors measuring 3.6

were felt in Uttarkashi, a day earlier on February 5, 2022.

About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation:

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group engaged in

communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the Himalayan state of

Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with the institutions of Government of India,

Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as research & academic institutions,

community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools &

colleges in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable urbanization and a

basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional. In case any

errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available for events that are

already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at email id

contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in subsequent versions of

the monthly reports of UDAS.
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