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About UDASMonthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Synopsis (UDAS) is a monthly initiative by

Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development for

Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAS reports is to document

disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.

UDAS is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi

newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAS neither attempts nor claims to document

all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to document major

casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,

the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take

many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We, therefore, see UDAS as a

document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster

management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAS will spur political leadership, policy makers,

bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society

organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and

action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation

in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely

to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster

management in Uttarakhand.

1. October 2023 : Joshimath “sinking” update

The state government will make efforts to know the thoughts of the affected people

before their displacement from the disaster affected area of Joshimath and will take

action accordingly. The nature of the process of displacement and rehabilitation

would be decided according to the demand and convenience of the disaster affected

people. Three options are available for rehabilitation.
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The first option is where people can take full compensation for the property of the

affected area. The second option relates to constructing a house at safe locations that

are decided by the government. In the third option, the government would construct

and hand over its houses itself.

A hearing was held in the National Disaster Management Authority (NDM) on

October 23, 2023 on the orders of the Uttarakhand High Court regarding Joshimath.

During the hearing, PC Tiwari and his advocates Abhijay Negi and Snigdha Tiwari

presented their side.

The parties said that if any kind of damages occur in future due to further

construction, then accountability should be fixed with criminal or civil cases getting

initiated against the institutions on whose reports construction is allowed. NTPC and

Ranjit Sinha, Secretary in the Disaster Management Department in Uttarakhand also

participated in the hearing.
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2. October 3, 2023 : Earthquake in Nepal, tremors across Uttarakhand

The tremors of the Nepal earthquake on October 3, 2023 were felt in many cities of

Uttarakhand. According to the Wadia Himalayan Institute of Geology, Uttarakhand

needs to be alert from earthquakes. The first tremor of the earthquake was felt at

2.25 pm while the second one was felt at 2.51 pm. There were 8 earthquakes in the

month of September and 11 in the month of August in Uttarakhand
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3. October 7, 2023 : 14 dead in two road accidents

Around nine people were feared to have been killed after boulders and debris fell on

a Sports Utility Vehicle (SUV) at Lamari on Dharchula-Lipulekh road near the

India-Nepal border in Uttarakhand's Pithoragarh district on October 7, 2023

afternoon.

"The vehicle, belonging to Harish Singh Nabiyal, a homestay owner, was carrying six

passengers. It was travelling from Nabi village to Dharchula. On the way, it is

believed to have picked up a few more passengers. " Bhupendra Singh Mahar, district

disaster management officer, Pithoragarh, said.

The accident site is located in a remote region where there are no mobile signals,

which was posing a challenge for communication and rescue efforts. More than 50

people have died in incidents of landslides and boulder falls this year in Uttarakhand.

Of these, over 10 deaths have been due to rockfall incidents, data collated by TOI till

August, has revealed.

In another road accident, at least seven passengers, including five women and a

minor, were killed and several were left injured after a bus carrying them fell into a

gorge in the Kaladhungi area of Uttarakhand’s Nainital district on the night of

October 7, 2023

According to primary information, the bus was carrying tourists from Haryana’s

Hisar district who were returning from Nainital. Teams of the local police and State

Disaster Response Force (SDRF) reached the spot and began rescue as well as relief

operations.

“Today we were informed by the Disaster Control Room, Nainital that a bus carrying

33 people, crashed into a ditch on Kaladhungi Road. On the above information,

SDRF rescue teams from Post Rudrapur, Nainital and Khairna immediately left for

the spot for rescue,” said SDRF in a statement.

“After reaching the spot, it was found that there were 33 people in the said bus who

had come from Hisar, Haryana to visit Nainital. The SDRF rescue team reached the

spot and conducted a joint rescue operation with other rescue units and local police.

Total 18 people on board the bus were injured and taken to the hospital for

treatment. The SDRF rescue team is doing rescue work on the spot,” it added.
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4. October 24, 2023 : 6 Adi Kailash pilgrims killed as car falls into river

in Uttarakhand

Six people died in Uttarakhand's Pithoragarh district on October 24, 2023 when their

car fell into the Kali river near Lakhanpur, police said.

Pithoragarh Superintendent of Police (SP) Lokeshwar Singh said the incident took

place on the Dharchula-Lipulekh road late in the evening when the victims were

returning after a 'darshan' of Adi Kailash.

Two of them were from Bengaluru, two from Telangana and two from Uttarakhand,

he said. According to officials, the accident took place around 2.30 pm but the

authorities received an alert about the accident at around 5.30 pm due to lack of

communication facility. An official, on condition of anonymity, said there is no

mobile tower in the area and authorities depend upon satellite phones for

communication.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group

engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the

Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with

institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other

stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil

society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the

state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable

urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of

the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder
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Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAS documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.

In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available

for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at

email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in

subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAS.
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