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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative
by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development
for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document
disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.
UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi
newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to
document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,
the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take
many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a
document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster
management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,
bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society
organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and
action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation
in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely
to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster
management in Uttarakhand.

1. January 3, 2025 : Tragic Road Accidents in Uttarakhand: 8 Killed in
Haridwar and Bageshwar, Several Injured in Dehradun Gorge Crash

HARIDWAR/RUDRAPUR: Eight people have been killed in two separate road
accidents in Haridwar and Bageshwar district in the past 24 hours, officers aware of
the matter said on Thursday.

In Haridwar, four people were killed in the accident on national highway NH-58 near
Bahadrabad on Wednesday night, while four others died after their vehicle fell into a
gorge in Bageshwar district on Wednesday evening, they added.

According to Bahadrabad police station house officer Naresh Rathore, the first acci-
dent took place near Shani Dev temple in Bahadrabad, 8 km from Haridwar city,
when five people from Haryana were on their way to Haridwar. Possibly due to dense
fog, the car rammed a cement-laden truck parked on the highway road- side, he
added.
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"All five people were from the Lisadi village at Rewari district in Haryana. The
deceased pas- sengers were identified as Aditya Singh (38), Kewar Singh (35),
Manish Kumar (36) and Prakash Singh (40). The fifth

(Left) The mangled car on national highway NH-58 near Bahadrabad; vehicle found
in the gorge in Bageshwar person, Mahipal Ram (37), was injured and has been
referred to a higher centre," said Rathore.

In Bageshwar district, after the car plunged into the gorge on Wednesday evening,
three bodies were recovered late in the night by the State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) person- nel. Another body was recovered on Thursday morning, said
officials.

"Three bodies were recovered at 11ipm on Wednesday, while the driver's body was
found around 11.30am on Thursday. His body was stuck inside the car," said
Khushwant Singh, station officer, Kapkot police station.

He added that the accident took place when the car was heading towards Bharai from
Badiakot in Bageshwar district on Wednesday. "When it reached near Teekh village
under Kapkot block, around 64 km from district headquarters, it fell around 500 feet
into Pin- der river. The car had four peo- ple inside. The deceased were identified as
Sundar Singh Ait- hani (32), a resident of Bharari; Munna Shahi (30) from Anso
village; Neelam Rawat (33) from Timlabagar village; and Poonam Pandey (30), who
belonged to Bageshwar," Singh said.

After police and SDRF launched the rescue operation, the bodies of Shahi, Rawat and
Pandey were recovered around 11pm. Rescue operation was then suspended due to
unfavourable weather. The opera- tion resumed on Thursday morning, and the boy
of driver Sundar Singh was recovered. The bodies were sent to Bagesh- war for the
post-mortem exami- nation.

"The bodies of the deceased were handed over to their fam- ily members on Thursday
after the post-mortem examination," said Singh

Meanwhile, in another road accident at Chakrata in Deh- radun district on
Wednesday late evening, seven people were injured when the vehicle they were
travelling in fell into a gorge.

SDREF officials said that Chak- rata police station informed them that a vehicle fell
into a gorge near Chakrata and an SDRF team was required for the rescue operation.
Following this, an SDRF team, under the leadership of additional sub Inspector
Manish Chauhan immediately left for the spo with necessary rescue equip- ment.

The SDRF team reached the spot and descended about 100 metres into the gorge.

The injured victims were identified as included Amit (35), Divya (26), Madhav (7),
Kashish (four-month old), Avvya (four- month old), Smran (15),Rajat (29) and Isha
(23), all residents of Yamuna Nagar in Haryana, said SDRF officials.

Last year, five people were Kkilled in a road accident near Bhimtal in Nainital district
on December 25 after a roadways bus in fell into a gorge about 100 metres deep near
Aamdali.

Also, 30 people died in a bus accident in Almora on Novem- ber 4. The bus, carrying
people returning to work after the Diwali break, was headed from Dhumakot in Pauri
Garhwal district to Ramnagar in Nainital, roughly 72km away, when it plunged into a
gorge in Almora district's Sult.

On November 11, six people were killed, while one sustained injuries after the SUV
car they were travelling in collided with a container truck in Dehradun In June, seven
people were killed in a road accident in Nainital district.
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2, January 7, 2025 : IIT Roorkee Study Identifies Alaknanda River as
Highly Vulnerable to Landslide-Induced Dams, Court Takes Action on
Illegal Mining in Uttarakhand

Dehradun: Alaknanda river flowing through the Garhwal regon has been identified
as most vulnerable to landslide induced natural dams, accor ding to a recent study
conduc td by IIT Roorkee researchers Shivani Joshi and Srikrish nan Siva
Subramanian. Titled Landslide Dam Studies in Ut tarakhand. India Past, Pre- sent,
and Puture and publis hed by Springer, the study po ints out that the Alaknanda is
wed by Alandakini, Dhau Tigang and Bhagirathi rivers in terms of susceptibility to
creation of such dams Uttarakhand's unique to pography marked by narrow valleys
and gorges, makes it highly susceptible to natural dams formed by landslides
blocking rivers. These blocka ges create upstream lakes, which carry catastrophic
out- bursts risk known as landslide lake outburst foods (LLOPS), the study said.

Photographs and videos presented in court showed cracks forming in the hills,
creating a risk of landslides and endangering lives and livelihoods Villag ers' said
mining activities caused damage to their homes and farmland, leav ing many
displaced and oth- ers living in fear.

The report highlighted serious breaches, such as il legal mining beyond author ised
hours, encroachment on Van Panchayat land, dry- ing up of water springs, and
unauthorised use of forest resources. Additionally, it noted air, water, and noise
pollution caused by unscien tific mining methods. The court was informed about the
illegal felling of trees, employment of foreign la bourers, and the central la bour
department's failure to enforce regulations Misuse of district manag funds was also
flagged.

The court described the situation as "exceedingly grave". While giving the or ders for
an immediate pension of mining, the HC judges also directed the divisional forest
officer, the state-level e ronmental protection a thority and the district mining officer
to file their re sponses. Two amici curian were appointed to address villagers'
concerns and pre pare a detailed report.

Villagers directly affect ed by the mining welcomed court's intervention Hem
Kandpal, a resident of Kanda village whose home developed severe cracks told TOI.
"We welcome the HC order. When the court commissioners visited, we showed them
the extensive damage caused by mining and shared our struggles. Another resident
Naina Devi said. We told them about how debris from mining operations destroyed
irrigation canals and water supply lines. The mines operate round the clock leaving
us with no peace.

The cracks have also affected the historic 10th-c¢ tury Kalika Mandic height ening
fours of potential land slides during the monsoon when water seeps into the fissures
Villagers have re peatedly demanded reloca tion to safer areas and the permanent
closure of mining activities "Our land is being destroyed homes are no longer safe
We have no choice but thought for our future," said a resident.

Villagers expressed trust traction over the lack of re sponse from loca

es, including the distract magistrate and the chief minister "No one

EAT CORDIDerms Pancial villaper said Whir Ismilies means have move Bald wan,
others med in unsafe conditions fearing further devastatin.
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3. January 9, 2025 : Uttarakhand HC Slams Mining Operations in
Bageshwar, Warns of Environmental Disaster and Loss of Lives

Dehradun: The Uttarak hand high court's directive two days ago to halt mining
operations in Bageshwar has come with stern observa- tions by Chief Justice G Na-
rendar and Justice Manoj Ku- mar Tiwari. The complete or- der, which was uploaded
on Tuesday has described the si- tuation in the Uttarakhand district as "not just
alarming but utterly shocking."

The bench, after revie wing the court-appointed commissioners'

report. which detailed widespread violations of mining guideli bes, said. "The report
and photographs clearly de- monstrate complete lawless-

s by the miners and (it is) foot of the local administra- on turning a blind eye to the
traggressions.

The court said that the photographs submitted as evidence showed that "conti nued
mining operations, which already damaged resi dential dwellings, would lik ely
trigger landslides and le ad to inevitable loss of lives." Criticising the lack of regula
tion, it added, "The ironic part is that trained officers permitted mining operations at
the base of the hillock, when habitations are found on the top of the hillock.

TOI has since Sep 2024 be en writing extensively on le gal mining activities in the
district that have caused cracks in roads and houses and even the historic 10th-
century Kalika Mandir in Kanda village. In Now the HC took suo motu cognizance of
the newspaper reports and appointed two com sioners to investiga urt has
summoned tor of the geology and department, secretary of in- dustrial development,
and the district magistri pear in person on The to ap also directed the amicus curiae
to implead all lear and add officers of the cerned department asspondents in the PIL.

Notably, the commissioners report, accessed by TOI said, Uttarakhand enacted
lenient mining policies which can have severe and far reaching consequences for the
environment, economy, society, and governance. Lenient policies allow unrestrained
exploitation of mineral resources leading to rapid depletion, leaving little for future
generations.

It added (The policies) further encourage illegal mining and black market trade of
minerals. It also warned that unregulated mining in Bageshwar would result in large
scale deforestation, destruction of habitats and endangerment of wildlife.
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4. January 12, 2025 : High Court Imposes One-Month Ban on Khadiya
Mining in Bageshwar, Orders Compensation for Villagers

The High Court has imposed a complete one-month ban on Khadiya mining in
Bageshwar district and issued notices to 160 mine operators. The Court clarified that
it is the responsibility of the mine operators, not the government, to compensate the
villagers for the environmental damage caused by mining. The Court directed that
the SP of Bageshwar ensure no mining or transportation of Khadiya takes place. The
Court also instructed the government to file a detailed response within a week and
scheduled the next hearing for February 12.

On Friday, the division bench of Chief Justice G. Narendra and Senior Justice Manoj
Kumar Tiwari heard a public interest petition regarding the environmental damage
caused by Khadiya mining in the Kanda region of Bageshwar, including cracks in
villagers' homes. Industrial Development Secretary Brijesh Kumar Sant, Mining
Director Rajpal Legha, Bageshwar District Magistrate Ashish Bhatgai, and SP
Chandrashekhar Ghorke were present in the Court.

On behalf of the government, Chief Standing Counsel Chandrashekhar Rawat
informed the Court that, following the Court's order, the District Mining Officer of
Bageshwar, Jigyasa Bisht, has been suspended. Nazia Hasan from Chamoli has been
appointed as the Mining Inspector for Bageshwar, and a new mining inspector has
been assigned to Udhamsingh Nagar. A geotechnical survey of the mining areas in
Bageshwar will be conducted, and a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for mining
has been created. The approval of mining leases on the e-Ravanna portal has been
suspended until further orders. A warning has been issued that if mining is carried
out, the mining lease will be canceled.

Government Takes Action Following High Court's Strict Ban on Khadiya
Mining in Bageshwar

With the High Court's strict orders halting Khadiya mining, the government is now
in action mode. The government has filed an affidavit in the High Court stating that
the mining policy will be reviewed, and a revised policy will be developed based on
the geological survey report, which will consider the capacity of the mines. Along
with the geological survey of the mines, studies will be conducted to analyze and
assess the dangers posed by mining. The government has issued guidelines for
further actions based on this analysis. The government has also decided to conduct a
drone survey of the mining-affected areas using funds from the district mining trust.

On Friday, Chief Standing Counsel Chandrashekhar Rawat presented a 38-page
affidavit in Court, which included an action taken report following the High Court's
strict stance on the Khadiya mining case in Bageshwar. In compliance with the
Court's orders, the Industrial Development Secretary has requested a report from the
Bageshwar District Magistrate on illegal mining, storage, and transportation. The
District Magistrate has been directed to form a team to inspect the affected areas
within a month and submit a report. The team will include revenue, police, and forest
department officers. A recommendation will be made to cancel the mining lease if
illegal mining is found on government land outside the designated boundaries.

Geological Survey Report Reveals the Suffering of Villagers

A report by senior geologists Yogendra Singh and Tahir Mustaq from the Indian
Geological Survey, submitted in September 2024, revealed the suffering of villagers.
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After the initial assessment of the affected villages, it was reported that the
rehabilitation cases of 11 villages date back to 2013. Cracks have appeared in the
houses and the Kalika temple in Kanda Kanyal village, and Seri village is similarly
affected. The Kapkot tehsil is the most severely impacted, with cracks in the homes of
56 families, who have been relocated to safer places.
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5. January 13, 2025 : Tragic Accidents in Uttarakhand: 6 Dead in Paudi
Bus Crash, 2 Youths Killed in Nanakmatta Car Collision

Paudi-Satyakhal Motor Road Accident: 6 Dead, 21 Injured as Bus Falls into Gorge On
the Paudi-Satyakhal motor road, a mini bus carrying passengers lost control and fell
into a gorge. The accident resulted in the death of six passengers, while 21 others are
being treated for injuries, with one having been discharged.

According to the police, the bus was traveling from Paudi to Dehlchori on Sunday
afternoon at 3 PM when it suddenly lost control near Kyark and Chuladhar, and
plunged into a 80-meter-deep gorge. After the accident, there were cries and screams
from the passengers inside the bus. Upon receiving the information, the police, with
the help of local people, rescued the injured and pulled them out. Five people were
confirmed dead at the scene. The injured were rushed to a hospital for treatment,
where an elderly person later passed away.

Governor Lieutenant General Gurmeet Singh (Retd) expressed his heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved families. Meanwhile, Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami prayed to God to grant strength to the families to bear this grief and wished
for the swift recovery of the injured.

Two Youths Killed in Nanakmatta after Car Collides with Bike

In Nanakmatta, on Sunday evening, a car collided with two youths riding a
motorcycle. Both youths were seriously injured and taken to the hospital, where they
succumbed to their injuries during treatment.

The victims, Shashank Rana (18), son of Amarjeet Rana, from the village Ghusri in
Nainkamatta, and Raj Rana (20), son of Rajendra Rana, from Sisaruna in Sitarganj,
were returning on their bike from a ceremony. On the Dyoori road, a car coming
from the opposite direction hit them. The two were rushed to Sitarganj’s sub-district
hospital with the help of an ambulance. Doctors stated that both youths sustained
severe injuries to their heads and other parts of the body. After initial treatment, they
were referred to a higher center, where Shashank died first, followed by Raj. The
police have seized the car involved in the accident.
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6. January 25, 2025: Three Earthquakes Hit Uttarkashi in Four Hours,
Triggering Landslide but No Casualties or Damage Reported

Dehradun: Three consecutive tremors, all within a four- hour gap, shook Uttarkashi
town on Friday morning, triggering panic among locals.

District Emergency Ope- ration Centre (DEOC) infor- med that the first earthquake
occurred at 7:41 am, followed by another at 8:19 am, and the last at 10:59 am. The
initial earthquake registered a magnitude of 2.7, followed by a se- cond at 3.5, and
the final tre- mor, like the previous two, was also of slight intensity, as per the duty
officer, DEOC.

"As per the information received over the telephone from all tehsils/police sta- tions
and checkpoints, mild tremors of the earthquake were felt in the district head-
quarters and Maneri, as well as some areas of Bhatiwari/ Dunda tehsil. However, no
tremors were reported in other tehsil areas," informed the emergency centre.

The epicentre of the qua- kes was traced to Dayara Bu- gyal in Bhatwari tehsil of Ut-
tarkashi district. However, the morning quake triggered a landslide on Varunavat mo
Epicentre of quakes was located at Dayara Bugyal in Uttarkashi. The morning tremor
caused landslide on Varunavat Mountain from the Joshiyara si- de. Some locals also
shot vide- os on their phones of debris falling from the mountain fol- lowing the
earthquake.

The administration repor- ted that neither the earthqua- ke nor the landslide
resulted in any damage to property or loss of lives. Uttarakhand falls in Zone IV and
V of the seismicity zonation map of India. The districts of Pithoragarh, Bageshwar,
Chamoli and Rudraprayag, along with parts of Almora, Champa- wat, "Tehri,
Uttarkashi, and Pauri, are classified under Zone V, while the rest of the areas fall
under Zone IV.
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7. January 28, 2025 : Tragic Fire in Uttarkashi's Sawani Village Claims
One Life, Four Livestock, and Destroys Nine Homes

In a fire that occurred late Sunday night in the remote village of Sawani, located in
the Mori development block of Uttarkashi, an elderly woman and four livestock were
burned to death. Additionally, nine houses were completely destroyed in the blaze.
The 21 families who lost their homes have taken shelter in government schools and
other villagers' houses.

The fire started when a burning lamp fell inside a wooden house, igniting the
building. The flames quickly spread to nearby wooden houses. As the fire spread, the
villagers managed to escape, but their efforts to extinguish the fire were unsuccessful.
Upon receiving the news, teams from the tehsil administration, police, fire brigade,
SDREF, and the forest department arrived on-site and worked for about four hours to
control the blaze.
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During this operation, three buildings were completely demolished, and two were
partially destroyed to prevent the fire from spreading further. The rescue teams were
informed by the villagers that an elderly woman was missing. Following this, the
SDREF launched a search operation and found the charred body of 75-year-old Braha
Devi, wife of Negi Singh, under the debris of her burned house.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Gopal Singh Chauhan stated that nine buildings
were destroyed, housing 21 families. The fire claimed the lives of one woman and
four animals. In accordance with disaster management regulations, financial
assistance has been provided to the victims, and arrangements for shelter, food, and
other needs have been made at the government school. Damage assessments are still
ongoing.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group
engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the
Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with
institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other
stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil
society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the
state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable
urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of
the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival @gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.
In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available
for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at
email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in
subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAL
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