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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative
by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development
for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document
disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.
UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi
newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to
document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,
the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take
many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a
document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster
management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,
bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society
organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and
action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation
in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely
to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster
management in Uttarakhand.

1. June 8, 2025 : 6 killed, 7 injured after vehicle falls in Gori Ganga river

Pithoragarh: Six people, all local residents, died and seven others were injured, when
their vehicle carrying over a dozen passengers on the Munsiyari-Milam road fell
about 200m into the Gori Ganga river at Railkot in Pithoragarh district on Friday
evening. The search and rescue operation was conducted by Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) personnel.

District disaster mitigation officer, Pithoragarh, Bhupendra Singh Mahar, said, "The
modified passenger vehicle was going from Milam to Munsiyari when the driver lost
control, plunging the vehicle into the river. Incidentally, two days ago snow had be-
en cleared from this area and it seems the vehicle may have skidded due to the
slippery surface."
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Mahar added: "Rescue teams from the nearest ITBP checkpost reached in the
evening. Those severely injured were provided first aid at the checkpost and then
sent to the district hospital. Doctors there said they are out of danger.'

"This stretch is still under construction. The Border Roads Organisation is carrying
out the construction work. This road is not fit for vehicular movement, but people
use it at their own peril," Mahar said.

The deceased have been identified as Puskar Singh, 32; Jeewan Singh, 40; Mohan
Singh, 35, (all from Tomik); Simran Tolia, 14, from Sarmoli, Puran Singh, 35,
(Imala); and Kavindra Singh, 23, (Munsyari).
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2. June 16, 2025 : Helicopter flying out of Kedarnath crashes amid bad
weather 7 dead

A helicopter carrying Char Dham pilgrims from Kedarnath crashed near Gaurikund
in Rudraprayag district early Sunday, killing all seven people on board including a
two year old child.

Officials said preliminary indications suggested that the crash took place amid poor
visibility due to bad weather. At around 5.20 am on Sunday, the helicopter went
missing after taking passengers from Kedarnath en route to Guptkashi. It crashed in
Gaurikund, leading to seven deaths” Inspector General (law and order) Nilesh
Bharne said. The site of the crash was Gauri Mai Khark, about 5 km uphill from
Gaurikund.

The dead have been identified as Captain Rajbir Singh Chauhan from Jaipur, who
was the pilot; Vikram Rawat from Ukhimath in Uttarakhand; Vinod Devi and Trishti
Singh from Uttar Pradesh; and Rajkumar Suresh Jaiswal, Shraddha Rajkumar
Jaiswal and two-year-old Kashi from Maharashtra.

“According to initial information, there were a total of seven people on board the
helicopter, including the pilot... In view of rescue and relief efforts, teams from the
NDRF and SDRF have been dispatched to the accident site,” Uttarakhand Civil
Aviation Development Authority (UCADA) said in a statement on Sunday morning.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami subsequently ordered a high-level
investigation into the incident.

All Char Dham yatra operations by Aryan Aviation, the operator of the crashed Bell
407 helicopter, have been suspended with immediate effect, and two other helicopter
pilots, working for a different operator, have been suspended for six months for
flying in “unsuitable weather conditions”.

UCADA CEO Sonika said the agency was looking into the conditions under which the
helicopter went airborne. “The (helicopter) services can only start after sunrise.
Around 5.10 am, the helicopter took off from Guptkashi after sunrise. After taking off
from the Kedarnath helipad, visibility was poor due to cloud obstruction, and the
pilot was steering off towards Kedarnath helipad when he lost control. According to
DGCA norms, during the return from Kedarnath, the helicopter is to maintain a
minimum of 9,500 feet at Gaurikund, which he could not attain,” she said.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) said in a press release that all Char Dham
Yatra operations by Aryan Aviation have been suspended as preliminary indications
were that the crashed helicopter had been airborne in poor visibility conditions.
Additionally, all charter and shuttle helicopter operations in the region have been
suspended for Sunday and Monday “as a safety precaution”.

These were among the decisions taken at a meeting convened by Chief Minister
Dhami in the aftermath of the crash. The meeting was attended by senior officials of
the Uttarakhand government and top officials from MoCA, as well as officials of
India’s aviation safety regulator — the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
— and others.

Directions were given to the UCADA to conduct a detailed review before resumption
of helicopter services in the region and the establishment of a dedicated
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command-and-control room to monitor real-time operations and ensure immediate
escalation of any risk indicators.

“The DGCA has been directed by the Ministry of Civil Aviation to immediately post
officers from the Airworthiness, Safety, and Operations (sections) to actively oversee
all helicopter activity in the Kedarnath valley and rigorously review the functioning
of the UCADA Command-and-Control Room,” the MoCA release said.

It was also decided in the meeting that only pilots with long-term experience flying in
high Himalayan regions would be granted permission to operate helicopters for the
Char Dham yatra.

A statement from the Chief Minister’s Office said, “The Chief Minister has directed
the Chief Secretary to constitute a committee of technical experts that will conduct an
in-depth review of all technical and safety aspects of helicopter operations and
formulate an SOP (standard operating procedure). This committee will ensure that
heli-services operate in a safe, transparent manner and in strict adherence to
established standards.”

“He has also directed that the high-level committee constituted to probe previous
helicopter accidents will now also investigate today’s crash in detail. The committee
will examine the causes behind each incident and identify any negligent individuals
or agencies, recommending strict action against them,” the statement read.

There have been multiple incidents involving helicopters during the Char Dham
yatra over the past couple of months. On May 8, five passengers and a pilot were
killed after their helicopter plunged into a gorge while flying to Gangotri. Earlier this
month, on June 7, a helicopter carrying five passengers to Kedarnath had to make a
quick landing on a highway in Uttarakhand. The helicopter had hit a technical snag
during take-off, prompting the landing on the road.

As a precautionary measure, the DGCA had already reduced the frequency of
helicopter operations and was carrying out enhanced surveillance and reviewing
operations for further action.

Earlier this week, the DGCA had suspended the helicopter operations by Kestrel
Aviation in Uttarakhand.

The helicopter involved in Sunday’s crash was Aryan Aviation’s Bell 407, bearing the
registration VT-BKA, and operating between Shri Kedarnath Ji Helipad and Aryan
Helipad, Guptkashi. The helicopter took off from Guptkashi at 5.10 am and landed at
Shri Kedarnath Ji Helipad at 5.18 am. It departed again at 5.19 am for Guptkashi and
is reported to have crashed near Gaurikund between 05.30 and 5.45 am.

“Preliminary indications suggest that the probable cause may be Controlled Flight
into Terrain (CFIT), with the helicopter reportedly airborne despite poor visibility
and extensive clouding at the valley entry area. The exact cause will be determined
through a detailed investigation by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB),” the Civil Aviation Ministry said.

The ministry said aviation safety “is non-negotiable and that no operator should
undertake flights in violation of weather-related and other protocols”. The ministry
also said it has issued strict instructions to the DGCA to enforce all safety provisions
with full authority and ensure that discipline in flying operations is maintained “at all
costs, given the sanctity of human life”.
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The India Meteorological Department had issued a yellow alert for weather, and
heavy rain was forecast on Sunday in Rudraprayag, among other districts.

As of Sunday, 29.14 lakh people have visited the four shrines that make up the Char
Dham. Kedarnath has seen the highest number of pilgrims at over 10 lakh so far.
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3. June 21, 2025 : Five killed across state as rainfall, storms continue

DEHRADUN/MUSSOORIE/RUDRAPUR: Four members of a family, including a
10-month-old infant, were killed after the wall of their house in Uttarkashi collapsed
on Thursday evening, while a 55-year-old trader of Tanakpur lost his life at
Batnagarh on Purnagiri temple road in Champawat the morning on Friday after he
slipped over debris accumulated due to a landslide, officials said, as heavy rains
continued to lash the state.

The deceased family members were identified as Gulam Hussain (26), his wife
Rukma Khatoon (23), and their children Aabid (3) and Salma (10 months), while the
trader was identified as Chandrapal.

SDRF Commandant Arpan Yaduvanshi said: "We received information from the
Mori police station today about a house collapse incident in village Mora, in which
some people were reportedly buried under the debris. Upon receiving the alert, our
team, led by Sub-Inspector Deepak Kuniyal from our Mori post, rushed to the shot.
Village Mora is located along a footpath approximately one kilometre uphill from the
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main road. Our team reached the site and immediately launched a search operation,"
he said.

Batnagarh is a rainy nullah on the famous Purnagiri temple road around 12 km from
Tanakpur. Batnagarh witnessed a heavy landslide on Wednesday, and its debris
accumulated on the way causing road blockade. Around 5000 pilgrims were stuck
due to the debris. Police and SDRF launched a rescue operation and helped pilgrims
in crossing the Batnagarh. "Due to debris and risky traffic we have banned
pilgrimage and advised pilgrims to postpone the pilgrimage but they are not
mending their ways. On Friday, the trader was on way to Tanakpur despite the
administration's advice and faced a fatal incident." said Joshi.

Bikram Singh, Director, IMD Dehradun centre said, "The monsoon has reached
Uttarakhand and advanced in most parts with forecasts of isolated heavy rainfall
across the state in the coming four to five days." Residents and authorities are
advised to remain vigilant as the state is bracing for a spell of intense weather, said
Bikram Singh. Meanwhile, isolated places in the hilly and plain districts of
Uttarakhand, including Mussoorie, experienced thunderstorms and intense spells of
rain.

4. June 23, 2025 : Tourists from Haryana killed in road accident; four
dead

Dehradun: A car carrying tourists from Haryana crashed into a truck early Sunday
morning at around 3:15 AM near Asharodi. The collision was so severe that four
people in the car died on the spot, while one was critically injured and has been taken
back to Haryana by his family.
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SSP Ajay Singh stated that all of them were traveling from Haryana to Uttarakhand
for a trip. Just before entering the city, near the Asharodi police outpost, their car
collided with a cement-laden truck (trailer) moving ahead of them. The impact was
such that more than half of the car was crushed into the trailer. Police and fire
service teams arrived at the scene and had to work hard to extract the bodies. The
bodies of Ankush and Paras were taken out by cutting through the car doors. The
trailer has been seized after the accident.

The driver of the trailer, Aftab, a resident of Sheikhpura Kadim village in Saharanpur
district, has been taken into custody for questioning. According to a preliminary
investigation, the car driver failed to control the vehicle on the slope, leading to the
collision. After the post-mortem, the bodies were handed over to their families. An
investigation is ongoing to determine the exact cause of the accident.

5. June 24, 2025 : Three dead in landslides, including woman and child

Gopeshwar (Chamoli): Landslides have begun to affect the Char Dham Yatra routes
with the onset of monsoon rains, making travel difficult and posing increasing
challenges for pilgrims. On Monday, landslides on the Badrinath Highway and the
Yamunotri footpath resulted in the deaths of three pilgrims, including a woman and
a young girl, while three others were injured. A girl is also missing after being buried
under debris in Yamunotri, and a search operation is underway.

In Chamoli, around 8:30 AM, a landslide occurred at Patalganga on the Badrinath
Highway between Jyotirmath and Chamoli. During this time, Ankit, a resident of
Agrawal Colony, Fatehabad (Haryana), was returning from Badrinath Dham with his
wife and daughter in their car toward Rishikesh. Suddenly, rocks and debris fell on
their vehicle. Passersby managed to rescue Ankit and his 10-year-old daughter
Khwahish, but his wife Shilpa (36) could not be saved. The injured are being treated
at the Base Hospital in Srinagar.

In Uttarkashi, around 4 PM, a landslide occurred near Nau Kainchi Bhairav Temple
on the Yamunotri footpath. Debris from the landslide fell on a group of pilgrims. A
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girl and a male pilgrim were crushed to death. Due to the condition of the bodies,
they have not yet been identified. A 12-year-old girl named Bhavika from Delhi is still
missing. Rasik (60), a pilgrim from Mumbai, was pulled out from the debris and

admitted to the hospital.

Jagmohan Uniyal, a priest at Yamunotri Dham, stated that the Yatra was progressing
smoothly until a large rock slide occurred near Bhairav Temple, with massive
boulders falling onto the pedestrian path. District Magistrate Prashant Kumar Arya
visited the District Smart Control Room and instructed officials to begin immediate
rescue and relief operations. Authorities have temporarily diverted the route.
Movement will now take place through an alternate path via Bhaneli Gaad.
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6. June 25, 2025 : 1104 Landslide Zones Identified, 489 JCBs and 1270
Workers Deployed

DEHRADUN (24 June): Even before the official onset of the monsoon, heavy rains
have begun wreaking havoc across Uttarakhand. Several regions are facing
disaster-like conditions, and the world-famous Char Dham Yatra has been severely
impacted. Continuous rainfall has triggered landslides, causing debris and boulders
to fall onto roads, leading to widespread destruction and travel disruptions.
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Uttarakhand is highly disaster-prone, especially in its hilly regions, which are more
vulnerable than the plains. Each year, roads bear the brunt of natural calamities like
heavy rainfall, landslides, cloudbursts, and flash floods. During the monsoon, more
than 1,100 roads are typically closed, sometimes remaining blocked for several
weeks.

To mitigate the impact, the Public Works Department (PWD) has created alternate
routes near landslide-prone zones. Additionally, 40 sub-alternate routes are being
prepared to handle traffic in case the primary alternate routes are also blocked. Last
year alone, the damage to roads due to such disasters amounted to ¥564.22 crore of
which Z35.35 crore was related to National Highways (NH), ¥240.69 crore to roads
under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), and 2249.99 crore to other
roads. Dehradun district reported losses worth 228.48 crore.

For effective emergency relief work, 482 helipads have been readied across the state
74 permanent and 408 temporary. Pithoragarh district has the most helipads,
totaling 73 (11 permanent, 62 temporary). Doon has 22 helipads (3 permanent, 19
temporary), while Pauri, the district with the most in Garhwal, has 58 helipads. The
districts of Tehri, Uttarkashi, Pauri, Rudraprayag, and Chamoli are situated along the
main Char Dham Yatra routes and thus experience higher tourist and pilgrim traffic.

To support disaster response operations, 1270 workers and 489 JCB machines have
been deployed. The PWD has also constructed 25 Bailey bridges, including 8 in
Uttarkashi, 3 each in Tehri, Chamoli, Almora, and Bageshwar, 2 each in Dehradun
and Rudraprayag, and 1 in Nainital. Other equipment deployed in affected areas
includes 21 trolleys, 13 Poclain excavators, 489 JCB, 22 compressors, 49 tippers, 55
camper vehicles, and 28 wood-cutting machines.

In 2024, a total of 2,387 roads were affected by disasters, with total losses exceeding
%564.22 crore. District-wise data reveals the scale of vulnerability:

Dehradun: 1,195 roads, 115 zones affected, 22 helipads
Tehri: 513 roads, 70 zones, 37 helipads

Chamoli: 259 roads, 153 zones, 37 helipads
Rudraprayag: 176 roads, 161 zones, 51 helipads

Pauri: 815 roads, 63 zones, 58 helipads

Uttarkashi: 267 roads, 152 zones, 15 helipads
Haridwar: 653 roads, 7 zones, 33 helipads
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7. June 26, 2025

Police

another man lost his life after his car plunged into the

M

severely injured in rain related incidents in Uttarakhand on Wednesday, police
officials aware of the matter said. While four people of a family died in Haldwani

HALDWANI/PITHORAGARH/RUDRAPUR: At least six people were killed and four

after their car fell into a canal

an 8 year old girl died after a
died after their car fell into a

canal near Rampur Road in Haldwani city in Nainital district of Uttarakhand on

>
>

a police officer aware of the matter said,

AWe 26 2S5

P INDUSTAY TitteS

including a newborn child
collapsed on her during heavy rains in Khatima area of Udham Singh Nagar district.
The incident occurred while she was assisting her brother in planting paddy sapling

car skidded off the road and plunged into the Gori River near Balmara on the Jauljibi
near their home in Khetal-Sanda Mustazar village.

Meanwhile, in Pithoragarh, one person died and another was severely injured after a
Munsiyari route on Wednesday.

Haldwani superintendent of police (SP) Prakash Chandra said the family, after the

birth of the child at Sushila Tiwari Hospital on June 22, was returning home to
Kichha town when the car went out of control due to water logging and fell into the

canal.
In another incident, an 8-year- old girl lost her life on Wednesday after a wall

Gori River in Pithoragarh district. In another incident

wall collapsed on her.
adding that three others were injured.

Wednesday morning amid heavy rain

Four members of a family,
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8. June 27, 2025 : Car Falls into Gorge Near Jajred, Three Youths Die

Kalsi/Sahiya: A tragic accident occurred on the Kalsi-Chakrata motor road near
Jajred Khad, where a car lost control and fell into a 400-meter-deep gorge. Three
youths—Priyanshu Chauhan (22) from Bhauwala, Deepak Sati (25) from Garhwali
Colony, and Mukesh Rana (21) from Koti Kanasar—died in the accident. One youth
sustained serious injuries.

According to the police, the incident took place late Wednesday night. Four youths
were traveling from Vikasnagar to Chakrata when their car veered off the road near
Jajred Khad and plunged into the gorge. Due to darkness, no one noticed the
accident. In the morning, locals saw the car down in the gorge and found one person
sitting near it. They immediately informed the village guard of Chapanau.

At around 7:30 AM, police and SDRF (State Disaster Response Force) launched a
rescue operation. Kalsi Police Station in-charge Deepak Dhariwal confirmed that
three youths had died on the spot.

Landslide Zone, Sharp Turns, and Poor Road Conditions Likely Cause of
Accident

The Jajred area on the Kalsi-Chakrata road is a major landslide zone. Continuous
falling debris and stones from the hills pose a constant risk to travelers. Due to this,
most people avoid using this route after sunset. Mukesh Rana's father told the police
that his son left home around 9:30 PM after dinner and never returned.

It is feared that lack of timely medical treatment and heavy blood loss overnight may
have led to the deaths of the three victims. Continuous landslides have made the road
extremely narrow and damaged, with drivers facing great difficulty in navigating the
sharp curves.
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9. June 27, 2025 : Bus Headed to Badrinath Falls into River: 3 Dead, 9
Missing

Rudraprayag — A tragic road accident occurred on Thursday morning when a bus
traveling on the Rishikesh—Badrinath National Highway plunged into a gorge near
Gholtir and was swept into the Alaknanda River. The incident claimed the lives of
three passengers, left eight injured, and nine people including the bus itself remain
missing.

At approximately 7:00 AM, a group of 18 pilgrims from Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and
Gujarat, along with a guide and the driver, departed from Rudraprayag district
headquarters in a 31 seater bus en route to Badrinath Dham. Just 14 km from
Rudraprayag, near Gholtir, the bus reportedly lost control and veered off the road
into the swollen Alaknanda River. Driver Sumit and ten others were thrown out of
the bus through the windows into the gorge, while the remaining passengers, along
with the bus, were swept away by the river.

A local teacher, Satyendra Singh Bhandari, from Bhatwari village on the opposite
bank, immediately informed the District Disaster Management Authority. Locals
from Maroda and Ghotlir, along with nearby shopkeepers, rushed to the site to assist
in rescuing the injured.

Rescue teams from the Army, ITBP, NDRF, SDRF, police, DDRF, and district
administration arrived on the scene and began rescue operations using ropes. Two
dead bodies, including that of a teenage girl, were recovered from the gorge. Eight
injured individuals, including two children, were transported to the District Hospital
in ambulances provided by ITBP and the Health Department. Four critically injured
victims, including the driver, were airlifted to AIIMS Rishikesh. Later, one more
body — that of a woman — was recovered from the river near the Dhari Devi temple
downstream.

Initial investigations suggest that driver negligence and a possible mechanical failure
of the bus were contributing factors in the accident. A case has been registered
against driver Sumit under multiple legal provisions. However, Sumit, who is
currently injured, stated that he was driving at only 20 km/h when a truck coming
from the opposite direction forced him to veer off-road, causing the steering to
sharply turn and the bus to fall into the gorge. His statement was supported by
injured passenger Bhavna Soni.
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2025 : 2 killed

, 7 feared dead in Uttarkashi landslide

10. June 30,

and seven others feared dead after a

the Yamunotri National Highway in Uttarkashi in the early hours of Sunday, police

massive landslide, triggered by a cloudburst, struck their campsite near Silai Bend on
said.

The incident took place at around 1 am, approximately 5 kms ahead of Paligad in

Barkot tehsil on the national highway. Twenty nine people were present at the
campsite when the landslide struck. Of these, 20 were moved to safety.

DEHRADUN: Two labourers were killed
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As the rescuers, involving personnel from National Disaster Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) and police, started a search and rescue
operation, they recovered two bodies from the debris. The bodies of Duje Lal (55), a
resident of Pilibhit in Uttar Pradesh; Keval Bisht (43), a resident of Nepal were
recovered. Those still missing were identified as Roshan Chaudhary (37), Anveer
Dhami (40), Kalluram Chaudhary (60), and Sar Katel Dhami (32), residents of

Nepal, and Jaychand alias Bobby (38), Chhotu (22), Priyansh (22), residents of
Dehradun.

"Around 3 am, we were informed that a landslide struck a campsite of labourers
involved in construction of a hotel. Of the 29 people at the campsite, 20 were
rescued. Two bodies have been recovered, while seven are still missing," Uttarkashi
district magistrate (DM) Prashant Kumar Arya said.

"Five JCB machines, Poclain machines have been deployed to restore road
connectivity," he said. "It is a new landslide zone. It was a safe spot. No such incident
was reported earlier there," Arya said. He added that additional district magistrate
Mukta Mishra and Barkot sub divisional magistrate (SDM) Brijesh Tiwari, were
supervising rescue and relief operations.

It came days after five people were buried under a landslide near 9 Kaichi Bhairav
Temple on the Yamunotri trek route on June 23. Rescuers recovered two bodies from
the debris and rescued an injured man on the same day. Two people are still missing.
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otri National Highway in
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Sunday, police said.
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present at the campsite when
the landslide struck. Of these, 20
were moved to safety.
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relief operations.

Tt came days after ﬁve people
were buried under a landslide
near 9 Kaichi Bhairav Temple
on the Yamunotri trek route on
June 23. Rescuers recovered
two bodies from the debris and
rescued an injured man on the
same day. Two people are still
missing.

In a review meeting in Deh—
radun, chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami directed the offi-
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11. June 30, 2025 : Disaster Strikes: Landslide on Yamunotri Highway
Kills Two Workers, Seven Missing

Uttarkashi: Heavy rainfall battered various parts of Uttarakhand from Saturday
evening through Sunday, leading to severe disruption across the state. Several roads
were blocked due to landslides, and rivers overflowed, creating a dangerous situation
for residents and travelers. A tragic incident occurred on Saturday night near Silai
Bend on the Yamunotri Highway in Uttarkashi, where a massive landslide buried 29
workers under debris. Two workers lost their lives in the incident, while seven others
remain missing.

According to ADM Mukta Mishra of Uttarkashi, the landslide struck a private
construction site where temporary shelters for laborers were set up. These shelters
were completely destroyed late Saturday night. The rescued workers have been
relocated to safer areas, while search and rescue operations for the missing
individuals continue.

The heavy rainfall also led to widespread road closures throughout the state. Over
150 roads were affected, causing major transportation issues. Chamoli district was
the worst hit, with 55 roads blocked. Teams from the Public Works Department
(PWD) are actively working to clear debris and restore connectivity.

The Char Dham Yatra routes were particularly impacted. The Yamunotri Highway
was damaged in several areas near Silai Bend and is now covered in debris. The
Badrinath Highway suffered damage at Sirobagad, Kameda 1, and Umta, while
movement on the Kedarnath Highway was halted at Munkatia and other locations. In
the Kumaon region, a rockslide occurred at Tawaghat in Dharchula, trapping
pilgrims and locals returning from Adi Kailash. Additionally, around 13 roads in Thal
and Munsiyari (Pithoragarh district) and 24 roads in Bageshwar district are currently
blocked.

With continuous rainfall forecast, the Char Dham Yatra remains suspended, and no
new registrations were conducted on Sunday. A decision to resume the pilgrimage
will be made based on weather conditions on Monday.
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12. June 30, 2025 : Debris in Yamuna Forms Lake Near Syana Chatti

Barkot (Uttarkashi): For the third time in the past 15 years, the flow of the Yamuna
River has been obstructed near Syana Chatti on the Yamunotri Highway, causing
panic among local residents. Heavy rainfall late Saturday night caused the Yamuna
and its tributaries to swell and bring down massive debris, which blocked the river’s
flow near Syana Chatti, leading to the formation of a temporary lake.

This situation has put nearly a dozen public and private properties at risk. Locals
recall that this is not the first time such an event has occurred — in the past, the river
flow was halted twice in the same area, leading to similar lake formations, but
authorities failed to take effective action. Although the rain stopped by Sunday
morning, temporarily stabilizing water levels, residents remain concerned about
further rain at night increasing the lake's level and causing significant damage.

Hotels and Properties at Risk

Local hotel operators such as Jaipal Singh Rawat and Chitramohan Singh reported
that Yamuna water has already reached close to several hotels and buildings. They
are demanding that debris be cleared from the river using Poklen machines
downstream of Syana Chatti to prevent further obstruction.

They warned that if action is not taken in time, the motor bridge at Syana Chatti and
multiple hotels and public/private properties could suffer heavy damage. A similar
situation occurred earlier in 1998-99, when a lake had formed below Khaneda on the
Yamunotri Highway.

Illegal Dumping and Environmental Concerns

Locals allege that the Yamuna River is being used for illegal dumping, particularly
during large-scale construction works along the highway, which violates NGT
(National Green Tribunal) guidelines. As a result, debris has been accumulating in
the riverbed, causing water levels to rise more quickly and leading to repeated
blockages and environmental damage.

Environmental activist Suresh Bhai pointed out that unregulated dumping of
construction waste directly into the river has led to this recurring threat. He noted
that in October 2024, a report on the situation was submitted to the central
government, which did issue guidelines — but due to lack of enforcement on the
ground, the risk persists.

Official Response

In light of the growing danger, the ADM (Additional District Magistrate) has
convened a meeting of all concerned officials. Hotels and properties that are
currently in the danger zone have been evacuated as a precautionary measure.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group
engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the
Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with
institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other
stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil
society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the
state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable
urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of
the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.
In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available
for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at
email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in
subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAL
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