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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster and Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a
monthly initiative by Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group, Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document disasters
and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological
casualties. UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable
publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news
portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to document all
disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular
basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and
unabated disasters, the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone
state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more steps to increase its
disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a document that
highlights attention towards the urgent need for a holistic disaster
management and accident minimisation policy framework in
Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership,
policy makers, bureaucracy, research and academic institutions,
businesses, civil society organisations, media and the citizenry at
large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations
on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in
Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue,
there is likely to be an improvement in the planning of climate

actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.




Summary of UDAAI Report - November 2025

November 2025 reinforced the reality that disasters in Uttarakhand are no longer
episodic events but prolonged and cumulative conditions. Months after the August
flash flood, Dharali village in Uttarkashi remained buried under 20—25 feet of debris,
with no substantive rehabilitation initiated. Twelve missing people were officially
declared dead without recovery of bodies, while survivors struggled with inadequate
compensation and uncertainty ahead of winter. In Chamoli’s Tharali tehsil, the
Uttarakhand High Court sought detailed reports on relief and rehabilitation
following the August cloudbursts that killed two people, damaged property worth
crores, and left several residents unaccounted for, highlighting judicial concern over
administrative delays.

Scientific and policy developments during the month added urgency to these ground
realities. A study published in Scientific Reports revealed rapid glacier retreat across
the Char Dham region, with Gangotri retreating at 22.3 metres per year and
Kedarnath at 14.1 metres per year, increasing risks of floods, landslides, and extreme
weather amid rising pilgrim pressure. Simultaneously, the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) flagged Uttarakhand’s lack of a dedicated,
science-based disaster management policy, urging a shift from reactive response to
integrated risk reduction. The release of the Earthquake Zonation Map 2025, placing
Uttarakhand in the most sensitive seismic zone, further underscored the
vulnerability of large infrastructure projects in fragile terrain.

The month also recorded continuing environmental stressors, large-scale soapstone
mining in Bageshwar was linked to slope instability and drying springs; early winter
forest fires ravaged forests in the same district; persistent landslides forced
relocation demands in Uttarkashi’s Vinai-Nailadi village and a bus accident in Tehri
killed five people, reflecting infrastructure and safety risks in hilly regions.

Together, these incidents show how climate volatility, geological fragility, extractive
practices, and governance gaps are converging to push Uttarakhand deeper into a
state of chronic disaster, demanding urgent, preventive, and ecology-centred
interventions.
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1. November 05, 2025: 3 Months On, Disaster-Hit Dharali Still Awaits
Relief & Rehab

Uttarkashi: Three months after debris came crashing down the Kheer Gad stream
in Uttarkashi's Dharali village, the once-bustling settlement continues to remain
buried under 20-25 ft of silt and rubble. The landscape was obliterated on Aug 5 with
homes, hotels, resorts, and shops flattened, yet not a single rehabilitation or safety
measure has begun.

In Uttarkashi, 12 of the missing have been officially declared dead, but with no
bodies handed over, families continue to dig through the debris in search of their
loved ones.

Those who were evacuated have returned and are trying to rebuild from what little
remains. The worst-hit, however, are the shopkeepers and families who lived in the
main market that was completely wiped out. The state government had provided Rs
5 lakh compensation, but the survivors said the amount was not adequate given the
scale of destruction.

With temperatures dropping and snowfall expected soon, villagers fear that
rebuilding efforts will now become impossible. They have instead demanded
relocation and submitted a list of six possible sites, including Bhairoghati, Kopang,
Jangla, Dabrani, Ongi and forest department land in Akhod Thatar between
Bhaironghati and Lanka, for the administration to consider. They have also warned
of a protest if rehabilitation and safety work do not begin soon. As official help
remains slow, a local NGO, Himalayan Paryavaran Jadibooti Agro Sansthan, has
stepped in with the 'Dharali Livelihood Restoration Mission', offering rock-climbing
training to affected youth both to support their mental well-being after the disaster
and to equip them with employable skills.

23 months on, disaster-hit
Dharali awaits relief & rehab

turned and are trying to rebuild from

Residents Threaten
Protest; Suggest Sites
For Rehabilitation

Ashish Mishra | Tnn

Uttarkashi: Three months after debris
came crashing down the Kheer Gad
stream in Uttarkashi’s Dharali village,
the once-bustling settlement continues
to remain buried under 20-25 ft of silt
andrubble. Thelandscape was oblitera-
ted on Aug5 with homes, hotels, resorts,
and shops flattened, yet not a single re-
habilitation or safety measure has be-
gun. “The debris lies untouched,” said
localresident Sachendra Panwar.
Villagers said thereisno trace of the
approximately 60 people who went mis-
sing in the flash flood, despite extensive
search operations by the Army, ITBP,
SDRFand NDRF. In Uttarkashi, 12 of the
missing have been officially declared
dead but withnobodieshanded over;, fa-
mﬂ%\::ontinue to dig through the de-
bris insearch of theirloved ones.
Komal Negi, who lost her husband
‘inthedisaster, said she still visits the si-

Areas are under 20-25 ft of debris ith many
still digging for bodies of loved ones

te every few days. “It’s been three
months since the disaster, and Ilost my
husband. I still wait for some news.
Whenever I go to Dharali, the debris
stirs a hope that something might be fo-
und,” she told TOIL.

Rajat Panwar, another Dharali resi-
dent, said people are also searching for
remnants of their homes or belongings
in the debris. “Earlier, people would
migrate to the city during winter, but
this time, most are still here, searching
for their loved ones,” he said.

Those who were evacuated have re-

whatlittleremains. The worst-hit, howe-

- ver, are the shopkeepers and families

who lived in the main market that was
completely wiped out. The state govthad
provided Rs 5 lakh compensation, but
the survivors said the amount was not
adequate given the scale of destruction.

With temperatures ' dropping and
snowfall expected soon, villagersfearre-
building efforts will now become impos-
sible. They have instead demanded relo-
cation and submitted a list of six possib-
le sites, including Bhairoghati, Kopang,
Jangla, Dabrani, Ongi and forest depart-
mentland in Akhod Thatar for the admi-
nistration to consider. They have also
warned of aprotestif rehabilitationand
safety work donot begin soon.

Uttarkashi ADM Mukta Mishra said
the sites are being verified. “Protection
work like building retaining walls, will
be carried out by the irrigation depart-
mentand will begin soon,” he said.

As official help remains slow, alocal
NGO, Himalayan Paryavaran Jadibooti
Agro Sansthan, has stepped in, offering
rock-climbing training to youth { both
to support their mental well-beirig and
toequip them with employable skills.
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2. November 08, 2025: Tharali Cloudbursts: Court Seeks Report On
Relief & Rehab

Dehradun: Uttarakhand high court on Friday sought a report from the state
government on relief and rehabilitation measures taken in Chamoli district's Tharali

Tehsil, where two persons died and properties worth crores of rupees damaged due
to cloudbursts on Aug 22 & 28.

The 'division bench of Chief Justice G Narendar and Justice Subhash Upadhyay was
hearing a public interest litigation (PIL) against the state govt's failure to provide
essential facilities to citizens after the disaster. HC also directed the petitioner to

submit his response on the government’s report, and fixed the next hearing date after
one week.

As the state government presented a report in court on Friday, the petitioner raised
several questions about the report, stating that the government had not yet provided
compensation to victims. Many people swept away in the disaster remain
unaccounted for, adding Tharali hospital is in a dilapidated condition and has no
doctors, and women's deliveries are being conducted at other hospitals.

During the previous hearing, the court said Uttarakhand is a hilly state, and
cloudbursts and melting of glaciers can be due to human intervention. However, the
responsibility to deal with these lies on the state government. Such incidents have
been happening repeatedly in the state for the past few years, affecting the state's
tourism, local people and their livelihoods, and hence government should draw a
concrete policy to prevent disasters and also take expert advice.

Many houses were swept away in the Aug 22 and 28 cloudbursts in Tharali tehsil,
which is yet to recover. The facilities provided by the state govt are not sufficient. All
motor roads in the tehsil were damaged and connection with villages was cut off.

“Tharali clotdBursts: Couﬂ\
seeks report on relief, rehab

Pankul.Sharma

During the previous hea-
@timesofindia.com
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es damaged due to cloud-
burstson Aug 22 & 28.

The division bench of
Chief Justice G Narendar
and Justice Subhash Upad-
hyay was hearingapublicin-
terest litigation (PIL) aga-
instthe state govt’s failureto
provide essential facilities
to citizens after the disaster.
HC also directed the petitio-
ner to submit his response
on the govt's report, and fix-
ed the next hearing date af-
ter one week.

As the state govt presen-
: ted a report in court on Fri-
: day, the petitioner raised se-

: wveral questions about the re-

i port,statingthatthegovthad
not yet provided compensa-
tion\ to victims. Many people
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main unaccounted for, ad-
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Many houses were swept away in
the Aug 22 and 28 cloudbursts in
Tharali tehsil, which is yet to
recover. All motor roads in the
tehsil were damaged and con-
nection with villages was cut off

has no doctors, and women’s
deliveries are being conduc-
ted at other hospitals.

The petitioner claimed
the govt has also failed to in-
stall early warning systems
in selected disaster-affected
areas despite court orders, le-
aving three sensitivedistricts
without such systems. The
petitioner also stated that the
govt had not published the
state disaster management
guidelines on its website. An
RTIrequesttothedisaster de-
partment for this informa-
tion was not answered.
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responsibility to deal with
these lies on the state govt.
Such incidents have been
happening repeatedly in the
state for the past few years,
affecting the state’s tourism,
local people and their liveli-
hoods, and hence govtshould
draw a concrete policy to pre-
vent disasters and also take
expertadvice.

Many houses were swept
away in the Aug 22 and 28 clo-
udbursts in Tharali tehsil,
which is yet to recover. The
facilities provided by the sta-
te govt are not sufficient. All

motor roads in the tehsil we- -

re damaged and connection
with villages was cut off.

The petition was filed by
Siddharth Singh Negi,a Tha-
rali resident practising in
-the HC, who said the state
govt should first provide ne-
cessary facilities to the afféc-
ted. “No one has control over
nature’s fury, but the staie
govt can primarily provide
necessary facilities to save
them,” said Negi.
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3. November 13, 2025: Uttarakhand lacks disaster policy? NDMA seeks

dedicated plan
Dehradun: Even as Uttarakhand continues to grapple with recurring natural

disasters from flash floods and landslides to glacial lake outburst floods the state still
lacks a dedicated disaster management policy. Taking note of this, DK Aswal,
member of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), on Wednesday
urged the state to formulate a broad, science-based disaster management policy,

integrating sustainable development with risk reduction.

In contrast, neighbouring Himachal Pradesh has had a comprehensive plan since

2012, underscoring Uttarakhand's policy gap despite its higher vulnerability to
natural calamities. Even Jammu and Kashmir has a dedicated disaster management

plan in place.
During his visit to the Uttarakhand State Disaster Management Authority (USDMA)

headquarters and the State Emergency Operation Centre in Dehradun, Aswal
reviewed the state's preparedness and ongoing disaster management efforts. He
directed officials to draft an integrated framework that reflects Uttarakhand's

geographical, environmental and seismic sensitives.

While commending USDMA's quick response during emergencies, Aswal stressed

the need for long-term planning.

Ukhand lacks
disaster policy?
NDMA seeks
dedicated plan

Gaurav.Talwar
@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: Even as Utta-
rakhand continues to grapp-
le with recurring natural
disasters -- from flash floods
and landslides to glacial lake
outburst floods - the state
still lacks a dedicated disas-
teTr management policy: Ta-
king note of this, DK Aswal,
member of the National Dis-
aster Management Aunthori-
ty (NDMA), on ‘Wednesday
urged the state to formulate
a broad, science-based disas-
ter management policy; in-
tegrating sustainable deve-
lopment with riskreduction.
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uring his visit to the Ut-
tarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority
(USDMA) headquarters and
q:e State Emergency Opera-
tion Centre in Dehradun, As-
wal reviewed the state’s pPre-
Pparedness and ongoing dis-
astez: management efforts.
He directed officials to draft
an integrated framework
that reflects Uttarakhand’s
geographical, environmen-
taland seismic sensitivities.
‘While commending
L‘.(SDMA’s quickresponse du-
ring emergencies, Aswal
stressed the nced for long-
term planning. “For a hill
state like Uttarakhand, it is
essential to maintain a fine
balance between develop-
ment and disaster manage-
ment. The state needs a for-
ward-looking Ppolicy that ac-
cord§ equal priority to eco-
nomic growth and disaster
risk reduction,”
Aswal added the policy
s_hou_ld present a clear, ac-
tionable vision of a disas-
ter-resilient Uttarakhand.
It must include data-driven
planning, hazard mapping,
construction control in
sensitive zones, integra-
tion of traditional know-
le_dge andadoption of emer- :
~gingtechnologies. ~ i
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4. November 15, 2025: Glaciers Feeding Char Dham Towns Shrinking
Rapidly

Dehradun: A new scientific assessment raises alarm over rapidly shrinking glaciers
that feed Uttarakhand's four Char Dham shrine towns Gangotri, Yamunotri,
Badrinath and Kedarnath warning that the accelerating melt is dramatically
increasing the region's exposure to floods, landslides and extreme weather events.
The study, published in the 'Scientific Reports' journal of Nature, maps glacier
behaviour, climate trends, terrain fragility, biodiversity sensitivity and tourism
pressure across all four pilgrimage circuits, presenting one of the most detailed
vulnerability profiles of the Char Dham landscape to date.

As per the findings, the Gangotri glacier is retreating the fastest at 22.3 metres per
year, followed by Yamunotri (20 m/year), Badrinath (17.3 m/year) and Kedarnath
(14.1 m/year). Researchers attribute the rapid ice loss to a combination of rising
temperatures, thinning snow cover and increasingly unstable precipitation regimes.
Satellite data shows a consistent rise in temperature across all seasons from 1990 to
2020, with the steepest increase recorded during the pre monsoon and monsoon
months. The report also highlights sharp variability in rainfall, particularly in the
Yamunotri Valley, which has seen a significant rise in monsoon precipitation
fluctuations over recent decades.

Analysis shows large portions of the Char Dham region lie in steep-slope,
high-elevation zones where even minor hydrological shifts can trigger large-scale
disasters. Gangotri, for instance, has nearly 60.6% of its landscape above 4,200
metres, placing human settlements and pilgrimage routes below at heightened risk.

Compounding the climate and ecological stress is unprecedented pilgrim pressure.
Tourist inflow, for instance, surged from around 1 million in the early 2000s to more
than 3 million in 2022.

The study suggests installing advanced weather radars, real-time visitor monitoring,
decentralising tourism through satellite eco-routes and prioritising electric or BSVI
vehicles along the pilgrimage corridors. Strengthening community-based tourism
could also distribute economic benefits while reducing pressure on ecologically
critical hotspots.
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5. November 21, 2025: How Soapstone Mining Pushed Bageshwar to
Brink

Bageshwar: Soapstone mining in Uttarakhand's Bageshwar district, whose ban the
Supreme Court lifted earlier this week, flourished for over a decade, generating
significant revenue for the state but also triggering deep environmental concerns.
Official data shows a sharp surge in extraction in the years leading up to the
Uttarakhand high court's Jan halt: output rose from 3.24 lakh tonnes in 2020-21 to
4.61 lakh tonnes in 2022-23. In just five years, more than 18 lakh tonnes of
soapstone were mined, yielding revenues of over Rs 125 crore before the HC stay.

Yet despite large-scale extraction, mandatory plantation and site restoration were
never carried out.

Villagers said that even as crores were earned in revenue, mining affected areas saw
no improvement in basic amenities. “Residents still walk on broken roads, wait
weeks for drinking water and depend on school and health centres with chronic staff
shortages. If crores of rupees came from our land, why are we still living like this?”
asked Kala Devi, who lives near a heavily mined slope.

According to geologists, the impacts are structural-weakened slopes, reduced
water-retention capacity and a heightened risk of landslides and long-term water
scarcity. Several springs in the region have already dried up, an early sign of the
damage.

How soapstone mining pushed Bageshwar to brink
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6. November 25, 2025: 5 Killed as Bus Plunges into 70-m Gorge in Tehri

DEHRADUN: Five people were killed and several others injured after a bus
carrying around 18 passengers fell into a 70 meter deep gorge near Kunjapuri -
Hindolakhal in the Narendra Nagar area of Tehri district of Uttarakhand on Monday,
said officials. The victims were part of a group of devotees returning from the
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Kunjapuri Temple when their bus plunged into a gorge after its brakes reportedly
failed.

According to State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) officials, the district control
room informed the SDRF Corps Control Room about the accident on Monday
afternoon, stating that the vehicle had skidded off the road in the Narendra Nagar
police station limits. Acting on the alert, SDRF deployed five teams from Post
Dhalwala, Post Koti Colony and the SDRF Corps Headquarters to the site.

SDRF officials confirmed five deaths at the scene. All injured passengers were
evacuated from the gorge and rushed to nearby hospitals for treatment. Five
seriously injured have been shifted to AIIMS Rishikesh.

Tehri district officials said the victims, who hailed from different parts of the country,
were part of a group of devotees returning from the hill shrine when their bus
plunged into a gorge after its brake reportedly failed.

Officials said the group of 40 devotees had travelled in two buses via Dayanand
Ashram to visit the popular Kunjapuri Temple. The accident occurred while one of
the buses (registration number UK14 PA1769) carrying 18 passengers, was reversing
on a narrow stretch when its brakes malfunctioned, causing the vehicle to fall into a

deep gorge.

5killed as bus plunges;
into7 0-m gorge in Tehri

HTCorrespondent Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Five people were
killed and several others injured
after a bus carrying around 18
passengers fell into a 70-metre- -
deep gorge near Kunjapuri-Hin-
dolakhal in the Narendranagar .
area of Tehri district of Uttara-
khand on Monday, said officials.
The victims were part of a group
of devotees returning from Kun-
+ japuri Temple when their bus. [
plunged into a gorge after its
brakes reportedly failed. &
According to State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) officials,
the district control room
informed the SDRF Corps Con-
trol Room about the accident on

Monday afternoon, stating that .

the vehicle had skid off the road
in the Narendranagar police sta-
tion limits. Acting on the alert,
SDRF deployed five teams from
Post Dhalwala, Post Koti Colony
and the SDRF Corps Headquar-
ters to the site.
SDRF officials confirmed five
deaths 'yt the scene. Al injured
‘were evacuated from
the gorge and rushed to nearby
hospitals for treatment. Five

victims, who hailed from differ-

ent parts of the country, were
part of a group of devotees
returning from the hill shrine
when their bus plunged into a
gorgeafter its brakes reportedly
failed. The deceased include
Anita Chauhan, wife of Naren-

dra Chauhan, resident of
Dwarka, Delhi, Parth Sarathi, 17,
son of Madhusudan Joshi, resi-

kataraman, 48, resident of Ben-
pluruandAyus}u'lyag] 51, wife
of Pradeep Kumar, resident of
Uttar Pradesh
Officials said the group of 40
devqtees had travelled in two
buses via Dayanand Ashram to
visit the popular Kunjapuri Tem-
ple. The accident occurred while
one of the buses (registration
number UK14 PA 1769), carrying
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cleto fall into a deep gorge.
Chief minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said, “The news of the
bus accident in Narendranagar,
Tehriis saddening. I pray to God-
to grant the departed souls a
place at His feet and give the
bereaved families the strength to
bear this grief. The injured in the

accident are being sent to the
nearest hospital“l:%the district

seriously injured have been dentofBaroda, Gujarat, Namita 18 passengers, wasreversingon  administration and SDRF, and
shifted to ATIMS Rishikesh. PravatKale, 58, resident of Nag-  anarrow stretch whenitsbrakes ~ the seriously injured have been
Tehri district officials said the  pur, Maharashtra, Anuja Ven- referred to AIIMS Rishikesh.”
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7. Novqmber 26, 2025: Landslides Cause Cracks in U’kashi Village;
Relocation Demand Grows

Uttarkashi: .Fear due to persistent landslides has gripped Vinai-Nailadi village of
P}lrola block in Uttarkashi of Uttarakhand, where cracks have started appearing in
nine houses and in agricultural fields.

Village Hegd Shanti -Raj said continuous landslides occurring below the village could
pose a major threat in near future, and stressed that relocation is necessary because

fields, trees, electric poles and buildings are all tilting towards the hill slopes affected
by landslides.

People in the village, having a population of around 200, say they are living in

constant danger and are afraid of going out to their agri fields or untethering their
livestock for grazing.

Assistant geologist at Uttarkashi mining department, Pradeep Kumar, said his team

alqng with officials from the revenue department, conducted a geological survey o;‘
Nailadi and found cracks in nine houses and also in the agri fields. According to the
survey, the cracks measure approximately 50—100 metres in length, 0.2—0.6 cm in
mdth and around 1-1.5 cm in depth. Structural cracks have also been observed in
eight, nine houses situated on higher areas of the village.

Villagers said that land subsidence was first noticed in 2010 and it intensified again

during the monsoon this year. Now, villagers fear that these cracks would widen and
cause damage to their houses and agri fields.

A stream-ﬂows through the lower part of the village and another runs along the left
side. During thg monsoon season, water level rises in these streams and overflows,
and causes erosion and widens the cracks in the agricultural land.

Landslides cause cracks in Ukashi
village; relocation demand grows

8-10 Houses Could 0.V .

Collapse Any Time, WldeI}lng fisosures
Cracks Increasing led to bike accidents,
structural damage’

Every Day: Locals
Ashish Mishra | Tnn
Uttarkashi: Fear due to persis- » Continued fromP 1 G

tent land landslides has gripped
Vinai-Nailadi village of Purola

: "y ut in the past few months the
block in Uttarkashi of Uttarak- 2 B pace has increased rapidly
hand, where cracks havestarted  SHIFTING GROUND: Villagers said _ Bymy estimate, the area has
appearing in nine houses and in  that relocation is necessary as fields, sunk by almost onefoot,” Gunsola

agriculturalfields. trees, electric poles and buildings added. Another shopkeeper, Dha-
Village head Shanti Raj said  are all tilting towards hill slope ram Singh Thapli, added that the
inuou ides occur- affected by landslides “deepening cracks have made the
ring below the village could pose road risky for motorists, leading
a major threat in near future, Villagers said that land sub-  to multiple accidents and struc-

and stressed that relocation is sidence was first noticed in 2010  turaldamagetohomes.” site. The team initially described
necessary because fields, trees, and it intensified again during Mussoorie municipal council ~ the issue as “localised, affecting
electric poles and buildings are  the monsoon this year. Now, vil- ~ chairperson Meera Saklani said, only 1015m of the stretch,” and
211 tilting towards the hill slope lagers fear that these cracks wo-  “An IIT Roorkee team visited the  said “the root causes, including

affected by landslides. ld widen and cause damage to  subsidencesiteafew monthsago.  possible drainage failures, re-
Peoplein thevillage,havinga  their houses and agri fields. Theyhave submitted their report quired detailed investigation.”
population of around 200, say They say they are afraid to ven-  to the district magistrate, and The National Green Tribunal
they are living in constantdang- ~ ture out to their fields or untet-  will bemeetingthe DM soon tode- later took suo motu cognisance,
er and are afraid of goingoutto  hertheirlivestock tograzeinthe  cidethenext steps.” warning that “unchecked con-
their agri fields or untethering affectedland. Subsidence in the area was  struction, mounting traffic pres-
their livestock for grazing. A stream flows through the first reported in early Jan 2023, sure and ecological stress were

Assistant geologist at Uttar- lower part of the village and ~ when a 50m segment of the Lan-  pushing Mussoorie beyond its
Kkashi mining department Pra. another runs along the left side.  dour market road between Hotel  carrying capacity”,congerns that
doep Kumar said his team, along  During themonsoon season, wa-  Nishima and the Kohinoor Build- echoed alarms raised after the
With officials from the revenue ter level rises in these streams = ingbegansinking, with cracksal- Joshimathsubsidencecrisis. Itdi-
department, conducted a geolo- and overflows, and causes ero- S0 appearing in adjoining struc-  rected the state govt to prepare a

i i : bt

gical survey of Nailadi and fo- sionandwidensthecracksinthe  tures. and resid ,
undcracksinninehousesandal-  agriculturalland. had warned that theroad wasgiv-  tion plan. Among the NGT's rec-
soin theagrifields. Nailadi residents Mamaraj ing way and nearby buildi i was _re; i
According to the survey, the ~Bhandariand Anil Bhandarisa-  were developing fissures, putting  tourist inflow by registering vis-
cracks measure approximately  id that 8-10 houses in the village ~ about500peopleatrisk. itors in line with the hill station’s
504100 m in length, 0.2-0.6 cm in  could collapse atany time. “The- n response, an eight-member  carrying capacity and levyihg a
it and aroand 1.1.5 cm in  reare1l members in our family. multi-institutionalteamcompris-  visitation fee to fund Maste
Gobth. Structural crackshaveal The cracks in the houses are in-  ing experts from USDMA, IIT  sanitation managsfient. Th tri-
o B oen observed in eight-nine creasingevery day. Evenasmall Roorkee,theGeologicalSurveyof  bunal has set Jaf 28 next year as

houses situated on higher areas  earthquake could cause the hou- IndiaandtheCentral BuildingRe-  the next hs and directed the
the village. setocollapse,” they said. search Institute inspected the statef mit an action plan.

TINE oF |NHDIA
NoVEM BEL 2K, 2028

November 2025 - UDAAI Report by SDC Foundation, Uttarakhand
9



8. November 30, 2025: Uttarakhand Now Extremely Sensitive to
Earthquakes, Included in Zone Six

Dehradun: Uttarakhand has been included in Zone Six, the most sensitive zone
from the earthquake point of view. Earlier, the state was divided into Zone Four and
Zone Five. The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has now released a revised
Earthquake Zonation Map—2025, under which Uttarakhand, along with other
Himalayan states, has been placed in the most earthquake-sensitive category.

According to Vineet Gehlaut, Director of the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology,
the BIS had earlier released an earthquake zonation map in 2016. In the newly
released map, issued after nine years, all Himalayan states have been uniformly
included in Zone Six. This means that from an earthquake perspective, the risk level
in Uttarakhand is considered similar to that of Jammu and Kashmir.

Gehlaut said large dams, roads, buildings and other infrastructure projects play a
crucial role in mountainous states. With the inclusion in Zone Six, construction work
in hill states will now require greater planning and caution. Earlier, districts such as
Rudraprayag, Chamoli, Bageshwar and Pithoragarh were considered the most
earthquake-sensitive and were placed in Zone Five.
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9. November 30, 2025: Bageshwar Forests Turn to Ash as ‘unusual’
Winter Blaze Spreads

Bageshwar: Forest fires have been raging across Bageshwar district for the past
three days, devastating large stretches of woodland, particularly in Hunera and
Tilsari Mate under the Gankhet Range. Flames have been visible from kilometres
away, while forests near Kanda in the Dharamghar Range have already turned to ash.
Residents said the blaze is destroying vegetation and forcing wild animals toward
villages, raising the risk of human wildlife conflict.
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Meanwhile, forest department teams are working 1t10 extin%ti)irsr}ll n‘illlg Pp;%z?(; I’Ir‘llllg
is fire season normally runs fr
outbreak is unusually early, as the' I : om mid Feb to mid
i t in Kausani, Chandika forest,
. Fires have already affected Pinath fores . !
«;Ll(;e be;lind the district magistrate’s office over the past month,. with Sogllfi I’:akgg
days to control. Steep slopes, dry vegetation and difficult terrain are making

fighting extremely challenging.

Environmental experts warned that repeated forest ﬁrgs threaten (t:het.frﬁiﬂ(;
mountain ecology, vegetation, wildlife and even the tourism sectgr. 02 1tr:) ous
burning can lead to severe ecological imbalance and long-term damag

region’s biodiversity, they said.

~ Bageshwar forests turn to ashy
spreads

as ‘unsual’ winter blaze

Wild Animals Move
Into Villages,
Sparking Conflict

Concerns
Yogesh Nagarkoti | vy

Bageshwar: Forest fires ha-
i ve been raging across Ba-
i geshwar district for the past
: threedays, devastatinglarge
i stretchesof woodland, parti-
i cularly in Hunera and Tilsa.
i rl Mate under the Gankhet
: Range. Flames have been vi-
i sible from kilometres away;
i while forests near Kanda in
theDharamgharRange have
: already turned to ash. Resi-
i dentssaidthe blaze s destro-
i ying vegetation and forcing
: wild animals toward villa-
i ges, raising the risk of hu-
i [man-wildlife conflict.
: Jagdish Chandra, a resi-
i Jdent, said the recurring win-
i ter fires have become a serio-
i usthreat to both the environ-
: ment and wildlife. “Continu-
i ous burning has caused

1 W

Officials said the outbreak is unusually early, as the fire season
normally runs from mid-February to mid-June

extensive damage to vegeta-
tion, while terrified wild ani-
mals are abandoning their
natural habitats and moving
toward nearby villages, trig-
geringfearsof risinghuman-
wildlife conflict,” he said.
Villagers described the si-
tuation as “alarming.” Gau-
rav Kandpal said, “Due to the
forest fire, aleopard has been
spotted near the houses. As
eveningfalls, theleopard’sro-
ars create an atmosphere of

Singhadded, “Thefire hasre-
duced everything in the fo-
rest to ashes and even ani-
mals like bears are now mo-
vingcloser to thevillages.”
Local hotel operator Poo-
ran Dausad said, “The smo-
ke has spread so much that
long-distance visibility has
dropped sharply. In winter,
especially in Nov, we never
expectsuch conditions.”
Meanwhile, forest depart-
ment teams are working to
extinguish the blaze. The out-

break is unusually early; as
thefireseasonnormally runs
from mid-February to mid-
June. Fires have already af-
fected Pinath forest in Kausa- .
ni, Chandika forest, and the
area behind the district ma-
gistrate’s office over the past
month, with some taking da-
¥s to control: Steep slopes,
dry vegetation and difficult
terrain are making firefigh-
tingextremely challenging.
Environmental experts
warned that repeated forest
fires threaten the fragile mo-
untain ecology, Vegetation,
wildlife and even the tou-
rism sector. Continuous bur-
ning can lead to “severe eco-
logical imbalance and long-
term damage to the region’s
biodiversity”, they said.
Bageshwar’s divisional
forest officer, Aditya Ratna,
said, “Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest the fires_may
havebeen caused by vi gers
burning grass or by g}}cr&
ants.” - Authorities wakned
that the damage could beco-
me irreversible if the fires 4
arenot contained soon.
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fear in the village.” Pankaj
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group engaged in communication, citizen engagement and
capacity building in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The
foundation works in partnership with institutions of Government of
India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as
research & academic institutions, community groups, civil society,
media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges
in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management,
sustainable urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development
issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal,
Founder, SDC Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand
Email: anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS: Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely
unintentional. In case any errors or key omissions are detected or
any fresh updates are available for events that are already
documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at the email
address contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary
corrections in subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAALI.

ntactsdcuk@gmail.com=,
m ﬂ @sdcfoundationuk

& www.sdcuk.in
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