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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster and Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a
monthly initiative by Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group, Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document disasters
and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological
casualties. UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable
publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news
portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to document all
disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular
basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and
unabated disasters, the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone
state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more steps to increase its
disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a document that
highlights attention towards the urgent need for a holistic disaster
management and accident minimisation policy framework in
Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership,
policy makers, bureaucracy, research and academic institutions,
businesses, civil society organisations, media and the citizenry at
large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations
on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in
Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue,
there is likely to be an improvement in the planning of climate

actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.




Summary of UDAAI Report - February 2026

February 2026 was a line-up for ongoing after-effects of disasters in Uttarakhand
where delays for recovery and environmental vulnerabilities in Uttarakhand have
continued to determine life in affected areas. In the areas of Maldevta and
Sahasradhara near Dehradun, several villages were still in distress months after it had
rained extensively in the monsoon season.

Basic infrastructure such as drinking water systems were yet to be restored leaving
pipelines, tanks and filtration units damaged or not working. As a result, residents
used the most improvised means by inserting plastic pipes into the natural springs to
meet daily needs. The surrounding landscape echoed the magnitude of destruction,
with debris covered houses, damaged bridges, and so on, and unsafe roads. Although
the authorities did work on clearing debris and stabilising embankments, things still
progressed slowly.

Scientific developments also singled out the fragility of the Himalayan region. In a
research study by the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, the fatal landslides were
traced to geological conditions and rainfall patterns. It said that the landslides often
occurred in areas close to the seismically sensitive Main Central Thrust fault where
weak rock formations are created by small earthquakes. The entrance of rainwater into
such fractures enhances the hazards of slope failure path especially under longer
duration rainfalls.

Meanwhile in Jyotirmath, people who have been affected by land subsidence renewed
their demand for compensation and rehabilitation. Delays in resettlement,
outstanding questions of land valuation and lack of a clear safety plan continued to
hamper recovery efforts.

Taken together, these developments bear out the reality of delayed rehabilitation,
fragile geology and increasing environmental pressures in the intersection of the
disaster landscape in Uttarakhand. Addressing these challenges will require the
recovery measures to be implemented in a timely manner, further strengthening
infrastructure planning, as well as closer linking of scientific research to development-
related decisions in the ecologically fragile Himalayan region.
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1. February 11, 2026: Disaster turns into calamity: Systemic lethargy
causes suffering

Dehradun. The villages of the Maldevta and Sahasradhara areas are still reeling from
the disaster that struck five months ago, but now the sluggishness of the system is
causing fresh pain. The drinking water crisis in these villages is deepening.

In these villages, located just eight to twenty kilometers from the city, the water supply
system's water lines, tanks, chambers, and filter systems are in ruins. Villagers are
forced to quench their thirst by burying plastic pipes directly into natural springs. On
Tuesday, when the Hindustan team visited villages ranging from Majada, Karligad,
Shera, Chamasari to Dhantushera, Chhamroli, Sinyari, and Phulet, the situation
appeared dire.

Traversing rocky roads is fraught with difficulties: From Majada, Karligad, Shera, and
Chamasari in Sahasradhara to Dhantushera, Chhamroli, Sinyari, and Phulet in
Maldevta, numerous houses and bridges are buried under rubble. Piles of debris are
piling up in the rivers. Government machinery is busy removing embankments,
retaining walls, and debris. The roads are in poor condition, making traversing the
rocky roads fraught with difficulties.
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2. February 19, 2026: The number of deadly landslides in the state has
increased in 23 years

Dehradun. The number of fatal landslides is increasing in the state. This information
has come to light in a study by the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology. The study
included the cause of landslides, type of rock, slope, weather, and other aspects.
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Landslides and other natural disasters occur in the state, resulting in loss of life and
property. Damage has often been caused by construction done without prior
knowledge of the dangers, and by excessive and heavy rainfall in a short period of time.
Along with efforts to reduce the effects of disasters in the state, studies are also
underway to understand the causes. The Wadia Institute has studied 64 fatal and
reported landslides in the state from 1868 to 2023, in which 1516 people died.
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3. February 20, 2026: Disaster-affected Jyotirmath residents seek action
on official promises more than two years after subsidence

More than two years after land subsidence first hit Jyotirmath, the affected locals have
submitted a memorandum addressed to chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
demanding prompt and effective action to address the situation and problems still
being faced by the locals.

The memorandum submitted by the Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti to the sub-
divisional magistrate stated that about two and a half years after land subsidence first
hit Jyotirmath, the major demands including resettlement of the affected families,
compensation and other issues have not been acted upon with the disaster affected
families still waiting for rehabilitation.

The government has not taken any action despite the locals repeatedly raising issues
including value of the affected land, value of commercial buildings, PMAY and other
issues affecting the disaster- affected directly. The Sangharsh Samiti has listed seven
major demands including fixing the compensation for commercial damage caused by
the disaster as per the discussion held between the committee and chief minister and
fixing the value of the land to speed up rehabilitation of the affected persons and
selection of the land for resettlement of the affected families.

With stabilisation and safety work not being completed for Jyotirmath, the locals
further demanded that a transparent detailed project report for the safety of the town
should be implemented. Joshimath Rachao Sangharsh Samiti coordinator Atul Sati
and others were also present on the occasion.
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Disaster-affected Jyotirmath
residents seek action on
official promises more than
two years after subsidence

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m Jyotirmath

ore than two years after

land subsidence first hit
Jyotirmath, the affected locals
have submitted a memoran-
dum addressed to chief min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami
demanding prompt and ef-
fective action to address the
situation and problems still
being faced by the locals. The
memorandum submitted by
the Joshimath Bachao Sang-
harsh Samiti tg the sub-divi-
sional magistrate stated that
about two a a half years
after land subsidence first hit
Jyotirmath, the major de-
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ment of the affected families,
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sues have not been acted
upon with the disaster af-
fected families still waiting
for rehabilitation. The gov-
ernment has not taken any
action despite the locals re-
peatedly raising issues in-
cluding value of the affected
land, value of commercial
buildings, PMAY and other
issues affecting the disaster-
affected directly. The Sang-
harsh Samiti has listed seven
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major demands including fix-
the compensation for °
commercial damage caused
by the disaster as per the dis-
cussion held between the
committee and chief minister
and fixing the value of the
land to speed up rehabilita-
tion of the affected persons
and selection of the land for
resettlement of the affected
families. The ban on con-
struction in the area follow-
ing the disaster has caused a
magor problem for the locals
and considering this there
should be a uniform rule for
governmental and private
constructions, the committee
said. With stabilisation and
safety work not being com-
pleted for Jyotirmath, the lo-
cals further demanded that a
transparent detailed project
report for the safety of the
town should be implemented.
Local unemployed persons
should be given priority for
working in such works, they
said. Joshimath Rachao Sang-
harsh Samiti coordinator
Atul Sati and others were also
present on the oécasion.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group engaged in communication, citizen engagement and
capacity building in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The
foundation works in partnership with institutions of Government of
India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as
research & academic institutions, community groups, civil society,
media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges
in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management,
sustainable urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development
issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal,
Founder, SDC Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand
Email: anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS: Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely
unintentional. In case any errors or key omissions are detected or
any fresh updates are available for events that are already
documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at the email
address contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary
corrections in subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAALI.

ntactsdcuk@gmail.com=,
m ﬂ @sdcfoundationuk

& www.sdcuk.in
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