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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster and Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a
monthly initiative by Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group, Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document disasters
and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological
casualties. UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable
publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news
portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to document all
disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular
basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and
unabated disasters, the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone
state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more steps to increase its
disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a document that
highlights attention towards the urgent need for a holistic disaster
management and accident minimisation policy framework in
Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership,
policy makers, bureaucracy, research and academic institutions,
businesses, civil society organisations, media and the citizenry at
large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations
on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in
Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue,
there is likely to be an improvement in the planning of climate
actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.



 

 
Summary of UDAAI Report - April 2026  

 

The April 2026 UDAAI Report by SDC Foundation highlights the growing environmental and 

developmental challenges facing Uttarakhand and the Himalayan region. The report combines 

several important news stories and scientific findings that show how climate change, rapid 

infrastructure development, deforestation, tourism pressure, and weak environmental regulation are 

increasing ecological risks across the state. 

One major issue reported is the instability of Himalayan terrain caused by large infrastructure 

projects. A cavity developed in the T-13 railway tunnel under construction, raising concerns about the 

fragile geology of the Himalayas. Experts warned that large-scale tunneling, blasting, and road 

construction in such sensitive mountain regions can increase the risks of landslides and land 

subsidence. 

Climate change is another major concern highlighted in the report. Scientific studies revealed that 

more than 1,000 new glacial lakes have formed in the Himalayas since 1990 due to rapid glacier 

melting. The increase in glacial lakes raises the danger of Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs), 

which can cause severe damage to settlements, infrastructure, and river systems downstream. The 

report also mentions the identification of 219 hanging glaciers in Uttarakhand’s Alaknanda basin, 

which are considered highly unstable and vulnerable to collapse because of rising temperatures. 

The report strongly emphasizes the environmental damage caused by unregulated construction and 

mining activities. The Uttarakhand High Court expressed concern over illegal construction in the 

foothills between Dehradun and Mussoorie, warning that continuous urban expansion in ecologically 

sensitive areas threatens biodiversity and slope stability. Mining activities without proper 

environmental clearances were also reported to be damaging forests, landscapes, and water sources. 

Deforestation is another key issue discussed throughout the report. Around 19,000 trees are 

proposed to be felled due to beetle infestation and development activities. Additionally, the expansion 

proposal for Jolly Grant Airport received approval for forest land diversion, which may involve 

cutting nearly 10,000 trees in the Shivalik Elephant Reserve area. Environmentalists warned that 

such projects could disrupt wildlife corridors and reduce biodiversity. 

The report also highlights the increasing incidents of forest fires in the Kumaon region. Rising 

temperatures and dry weather conditions have led to severe fires that damaged forests and reduced 

tourist arrivals in destinations such as Kausani. Forest fires are harming biodiversity, polluting the 

air, and affecting local livelihoods dependent on tourism. 

Another important concern is the continuing land subsidence in Jyotirmath (Joshimath). Scientists 

warned that the ground beneath the town is still slowly moving and that the monsoon season could 

worsen the situation. The crisis reflects the dangers of unplanned urbanization and excessive 

construction in fragile Himalayan regions. 

Overall, the report presents a worrying picture of environmental stress in Uttarakhand. It stresses the 

urgent need for sustainable development, scientific planning, strict environmental regulation, and 

community-based conservation efforts to protect the fragile Himalayan ecosystem from future 

disasters and ecological instability. 
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1. April 7, 2026: 19k trees to be felled over beetle infestation 
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2. April 8, 2026: Cavity develops in T-13 tunnel of rail project, no 

casualties 
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3. April 13, 2026: ‘1K+ new glacial lakes formed in Himalayas 

since 1990’ 
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4. April 18, 2026: 219 hanging glaciers identified in 

Uttarakhand’s Alaknanada basin 
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5. April 18, 2026: After SC lifts ban, locals raise fresh concerns 
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6. April 21, 2026: Jolly Grant expansion proposal gets nod for 

forest diversion 
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7. April 23, 2026: ‘Mussoorie foothills under serious threat’ 
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8. April 24, 2026: 11 killed in 2 road accidents in Uttarakhand 

within 24 hours 
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9. April 26, 2026 : Ground beneath town still moving: Experts 
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10 . April 28, 2026: ‘Kumaon forest fires cutting tourist arrivals 

by up to 20%’ 
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group engaged in communication, citizen engagement and
capacity building in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The
foundation works in partnership with institutions of Government of
India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as
research & academic institutions, community groups, civil society,
media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges
in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management,
sustainable urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development
issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal,
Founder, SDC Foundation 
Dehradun, Uttarakhand 
Email: anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS: Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely
unintentional. In case any errors or key omissions are detected or
any fresh updates are available for events that are already
documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at the email
address contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary
corrections in subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAI.

@sdcfoundationuk

www.sdcuk.in

contactsdcuk@gmail.com
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