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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster and Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a
monthly initiative by Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group, Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document disasters
and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological
casualties. UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable
publications in English and Hindi newspapers, as well as news
portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to document all
disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular
basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and
unabated disasters, the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone
state of Uttarakhand needs to take many more steps to increase its
disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a document that
highlights attention towards the urgent need for a holistic disaster
management and accident minimisation policy framework in
Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership,
policy makers, bureaucracy, research and academic institutions,
businesses, civil society organisations, media and the citizenry at
large to initiate inclusive, regular and action-oriented conversations
on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation in
Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue,
there is likely to be an improvement in the planning of climate
actions and disaster management in Uttarakhand.



 

 
Summary of UDAAI Report - May 2026  

 

The UDAAI Report for May 2026, highlights several climate-induced disasters, 

environmental challenges, and human tragedies that affected the Himalayan state 

during the month. The report underscores the increasing vulnerability of Uttarakhand 

to natural hazards and emphasizes the urgent need for climate-resilient planning, 

disaster preparedness, and sustainable environmental management. 

One of the major concerns highlighted in the report is the growing threat of landslides 

and debris flow. Geological assessments identified 48 highly vulnerable locations 

across Uttarkashi, Chamoli, and Pithoragarh districts, placing nearby communities and 

infrastructure at significant risk. The report also documents the devastating impact of 

extreme weather events, including a lightning strike in Chamoli district that killed 413 

sheep and goats, causing severe economic losses for local pastoral communities and 

demonstrating the vulnerability of mountain livelihoods to climate extremes. 

The report further notes that 85% of Uttarakhand’s districts are flood-prone, reflecting 

the state's increasing exposure to climate-related disasters. As erratic rainfall and 

extreme weather events become more frequent, the need for stronger disaster risk 

reduction measures and resilient infrastructure has become increasingly important. 

Forest fires also remained a major concern during May 2026. To reduce future fire 

risks, the state proposed restoring forest fire lines, a process requiring the removal of 

approximately 15,000 trees. While intended to improve fire management, the proposal 

also raises important questions regarding ecological conservation and sustainable 

forest management.  

Several tragic incidents are also documented in the report. A vehicle accident in 

Bhawali claimed the lives of five people after the vehicle fell into a deep gorge, 

highlighting the persistent safety challenges on mountain roads. Forest fires resulted in 

multiple fatalities, including the deaths of a fire watcher and a local woman. In another 

incident, a woman lost her life while extensive apple orchards were destroyed by fire, 

severely affecting local livelihoods and agricultural production.  

Additionally, the report highlights that over 400 villages continue to face 

disaster-related challenges, while the pace of rehabilitation and displacement remains 

slow, leaving many families vulnerable. The report also records a separate road 

accident in Garhwal in which ten people lost their lives.  

Overall, the UDAAI Report presents a comprehensive overview of the interconnected 

impacts of climate change, environmental degradation, and disaster risks in 

Uttarakhand. It calls for coordinated action involving government agencies, local 

communities, and civil society to strengthen disaster preparedness, protect ecosystems, 

improve road safety, and build long-term climate resilience across the Himalayan 

region. 
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1. May 5, 2026: 48 places in Uttarkashi, Chamoli, Pithoragarh are 

at risk from debris 
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2. May 5, 2026: Lighting kills 413 sheep, goats in chamoli district 
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3. May 7, 2026: ‘85% of Uttarakhand districts, 45% of Himachal 

flood-prone’ 
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4. May 8, 2026: State to clear 15000 trees for restoration of forest 

fire lines 
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5. May 22, 2026: Five people died as a car fell into a ditch in 

Bhawali 
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6. May 22, 2026: Fire watcher and woman die tragically in forest 

fire 
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7. May 23, 2026: Over 400 villages affected by the disaster, the 

pace of displacement is slow 
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8. May 28, 2026: Woman dies in forest fire, apple orchards burnt 
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9. April 26, 2026 : Ten people died in accidents in Garhwal 
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and
advocacy group engaged in communication, citizen engagement and
capacity building in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The
foundation works in partnership with institutions of Government of
India, Government of Uttarakhand and other stakeholders such as
research & academic institutions, community groups, civil society,
media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges
in the state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management,
sustainable urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development
issues are key focus areas of the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal,
Founder, SDC Foundation 
Dehradun, Uttarakhand 
Email: anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS: Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely
unintentional. In case any errors or key omissions are detected or
any fresh updates are available for events that are already
documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at the email
address contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary
corrections in subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAI.

@sdcfoundationuk

www.sdcuk.in

contactsdcuk@gmail.com
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